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Malta,    September 2012 
 
 

62nd  WHO Regional Committee for Europe 
"WHO Reform – Proposed Programme Budget 2014/15" 

 
EU Statement 

 
Thank you Mr/Ms Chair, 
 
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 
 
 
We are strongly of the view that financial and budgetary transparency and accountability must be 

improved across the organisation and we remain fully committed to the principle of results-based 

budgeting. Member States must be able to see how WHO's budget is both financed and disbursed, 

and receive regular and clear reports on the implementation of the programme budget and the 

achieved results.  

 

With regard to the draft Programme Budget, we welcome the emphasis on deliverables linked to 

impacts and outcomes, in the context of the results chain. We note that the outputs as currently 

framed are at too high level and we welcome that the next step will be to break these down into 

defined and tangible outputs at HQ, regional and country office levels. We would like to underline 

the need to develop adequate indicators, linked to the targets, in order to be able to monitor and 

assess the impact of activities. We would also welcome that the identified outputs of the 

organisation be clearly linked to the core functions of the organisation. 

 

As with the draft General Programme of Work, we find it difficult to deliberate on outputs and 

deliverables in the absence of developed costing information, as well as information on the 

allocation of earmarked funds. 

 

In addition, we consider that the allocation of budgets between HQ and WHO Regional Offices is a 

key element of the reform process and take the view that Regional Committees should be facilitated 

to comment on both the overall budget envelope and its allocation by category.  

 

We request clarification from the DG and Regional Director regarding the rationale for adopting an 

envelope of US $4 billion for the next biennium, as well as information regarding what resources 

have been secured to date and the activities for which they have been earmarked, given that many 

projects are multiannual and span multiple biennial budgets.  
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We note the Secretariat’s intention to provide details of the proposed budget in the revised draft of 

the PB for the Executive Board in January 2013 and we anticipate that this will include: details of 

the financial envelope allocated to each category; the allocation mechanism used; and the full 

budgetary implications of the priorities and outputs in the GPW and PB based on a standardised 

costing methodology. 

 

Finally, we note the paper on the Regional Office’s perspective on the draft Programme Budget. We 

welcome the work that has been done on key priorities and changes to the portfolio as set out in 

Annex 1. We ask that Member States are informed of the results of the current prioritisation review 

of outcomes, as well as the Secretariat’s plans for translating the outcomes into tangible outputs at 

regional and country levels, taking into account the ‘Delivering as One’ initiative. 

 

Thank you.  
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