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Mr. President,  

Secretary-General,  

Excellencies,  

Distinguished colleagues,  

 

For this first session of the PrepCom let me outline the priorities of the EU and its Member States 

for UNCTAD XIV.  

 

On the outset, we would like to thank the Secretary-General again for his report "From decisions to 

actions" to guide us. 

 

The EU and its MS value UNCTAD's work as the focal point in the UN for the integrated treatment 

of trade and development. UNCTAD will play an important role in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and contribute to the follow-up process. We believe that UNCTAD can do this best 

by concentrating on areas within its mandate and where it has demonstrated competitive advantage 

over the years. 

 

In a world of scarce resources, UNCTAD should complement the work and activities of other 

mandated international organisations and avoid duplication or overlap of efforts in other fora.  The 

outcome document of the UNCTAD XIV should therefore give concrete guidance to UNCTAD’s 

activities and help focus its work on the core areas of its competence.  

 

For instance, UNCTAD could use its expertise in capacity building, policy dialogue and research 

analysis to provide effective support to developing countries, helping them to channel their efforts 

in order to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

We welcome UNCTAD's main focus on the most vulnerable economies, in particular on the Least 

Developing Countries (LDCs). UNCTAD could also foster further developed relations between 

emerging economies and developing countries by encouraging the development of their productive 

and trading capacities and by advocating for greater transparency on such cooperation.  

 

The EU and its MS are committed to enhance gender equality and women's empowerment which 

should be mainstreamed across all sectors of the developing economies. The 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and the Financing for Development Conference outcome offer us a real 
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and unique opportunity to push gender equality and women's empowerment forward. UNCTAD 

could use its technical cooperation expertise to support and stimulate this process.  

 

The EU's and its MS's objective is to ensure that the recommendations set out by the Joint 

Inspection Unit are implemented by the UNCTAD Secretariat. UNCTAD should continue to build 

upon the specific measures taken by the Secretariat across the work plan's seven areas; and the 

additional measures introduced by the Secretary General since September 2014 to strengthen 

internal accountability. We support the steps taken so far and are encouraged by UNCTAD’s 

management’s commitment to continue to work toward a more effective, relevant, and accountable 

UNCTAD. 

 

The EU considers that UNCTAD's work programme for the next four years should be clear; action 

oriented; and focused on those areas where UNCTAD has a competitive advantage. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

 


