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Item 2 High-Level segment: Development strategies in a globalized world: 

(b) Role of women as a catalyst for trade and development 

The EU and its Member States remain committed to the promotion, protection and 
fulfilment of all human rights for all. The EU and its Member States are playing a leading 
role in supporting international initiatives to promote women's and girls' rights, gender 
equality and the empowerment of women and girls, and calls for continued cooperation 
and coordination with UN bodies, notably UN Women, as well as with other relevant 
international fora and actors. 
 
Development simply cannot happen if half of the world’s population is left behind: 
gender equality and women's empowerment are among the essential conditions for 
sustainable development, poverty eradication and for implementing the Sustainable 
Development Goals;  
 
Gender equality is a matter of social justice, but also of "smart economics": women’s 
participation in the economy is essential for sustainable development and inclusive 
economic growth; 
 
Increasing women and girls’ education contributes to higher economic growth. Increased 
educational attainment accounts for about 50 per cent of the economic growth in OECD 
countries over the past 50 years, of which over half is due to girls having had access to 
higher levels of education and achieving greater equality in the number of years spent in 
education between men and women. But, for the majority of women, significant gains in 
education have not translated into better labour market outcomes. 
 
We are at a very important moment in the international development agenda: we have 
strengthened our commitment on development through the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, which also coincides with the twentieth anniversary of the Beijing 
Declaration and its Platform for Action. They represented a historic step forward in 
recognising the situation of women and girls and making a commitment to their 
empowerment and full participation in society. 
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Despite visible progress, gender equality still needs our full commitment in order to 
achieve more tangible and lasting results. We have done a lot, but we need to do more. 
And more importantly, we need to do it better. 
 
The EU and its Member States recognise that women’s economic empowerment is an end 
in itself and a precondition for achieving sustainable development and inclusive growth. 
We stress the key role of the private sector to provide financial support, training and 
employment opportunities to women as well as to promote gender-responsive corporate 
social responsibility (CSR). We underline the need to create an enabling environment, 
notably by removing social and legal barriers to women’s access to productive assets, 
including land and other natural and economic resources, promoting financial inclusion, 
as well as adequate and accessible social protection systems for women of all ages, and 
decent work standards including equal pay for equal work.  
 
To conclude, the EU and its Member States are really committed on gender equality and 
women's empowerment. It is among our priorities and we are looking forward to working 
with our development partners on this matter.  
 
Finally Mr Chair, we welcome the consensus that has emerged on the themes and sub-
themes for Lima – and towards which we all worked very hard. Even though, in the end, 
no explicit mention to women and youth could be included, the EU and its MS believe 
that ‘prosperity for all’ (as mentioned in sub-theme 2) can only be realistically achieved 
if, at its heart, we empower women and youth. 

 

 


