
 1

 
European Union 

 
 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

 

 

______ 

 
62nd session of Trade and Development Board 

 
14-25 September 2015 

______ 

 
 

Opening Statement  
 
 

On behalf of the European Union and its Member States 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geneva, 14th September 2015 
 
 

- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY -  
 



 2

 
UNCTAD 

 

62nd Session Trade and Development Board 

14-25 September 2015, 

 

EU Opening Statement 

 

Mr President, 

Secretary General,  

Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

Mr President 

 

We would like to congratulate you on your election as the President of the Trade and 

Development Board and are looking forward to working closely with you to have a 

successful Trade and Development Board (TDB) session. 

 

We thank the (LU) outgoing President of the Trade and Development Board, Ms Ana 

Maria Menéndez Pérez (Spain) and would like to thank her as well as the other outgoing 

Members of the Bureau for their work and dedication.  

 

Mr President, 

 

In the last few months, we have adopted the Action Agenda of the Third Conference on 

Financing for Development – Addis Conference; and we have struck a deal on the 

outcome document for the forthcoming New York Summit on Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). Indeed, we have achieved good progress although the tasks ahead are 
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considerable and the attainment (NL) of the SDGs will require substantial effort and hard 

work on the remaining challenges.  

 

The importance of UNCTAD’s inter-agency cooperation will increase in the coming 

years. The Addis outcome document attests to this, in particular with regards to the 

financing for development follow-up process and the emphasis placed on cooperation 

between UN regional organisations, institutional stakeholders and other local and 

national authorities. UNCTAD has a key role to play in this cooperation, for example in 

the one-day special high-level meetings with the Bretton Woods Institutions and the 

WTO, as well as participation in the UN Interagency Task Team on Science, Technology 

and Innovation. (UK) 

 

In relation to the post 2015 development agenda, the EU considers that UNCTAD should 

contribute to its follow up process without duplicating the work and activities carried out 

by other organisations and in other fora. We encourage UNCTAD to address both the 

opportunities and challenges of the growing South-South cooperation - in particular 

between emerging economies and developing countries including LDCs – by facilitating 

the development of their productive capacities and thus contributing to the attainment of 

the SDGs (LUX). 

 

Adequate (DE) trade policies can promote (DE) economic growth and development. The 

EU is fully committed to supporting the integration of developing countries most in need 

into the global economy and trading system. Furthermore,  we have always been actively 

involved in the LDCs’ agenda, notably through the Everything but Arms scheme and 

through our Aid for Trade initiatives (NL). In this regard, we we particularly welcome the 

recent launch of the second phase of the EIF. The EU will continue supporting LDCs’ 

efforts to reach the ambitious target that half of them should be able to meet the 

graduation criteria by 2020. At the same time, we acknowledge that it is the responsibility 

of the LDCs to lead the way by integrating trade into their development strategy and 

implementing sound accompanying policies. We remain committed to work with LDCs 

and other countries most in need to help them achieve this objective.  



 4

 

Within this framework we are looking forward to the mid-term review of the Istanbul 

Programme of Action to take place in June 2016 in Antalya (Turkey).  

 

 (NL) Well integrated regional trade lowers the cost of inputs and increases the 

competitiveness of the local economy. Regional cooperation and integration create larger, 

more efficient markets and help developing countries to attract new FDI. To integrate 

African partners into the world economy it is essential to focus on trade flows between 

places of production and points of export/import. A key factor to enhance intra-African 

trade is the improvement of (LUX) and the investment in infrastructures, in order to bring 

trade costs and transport prices down. In this regard, we encourage the expeditious 

ratification and implementation of trade facilitation measures, including agreements 

(possible EU Del compromise). The EU's Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) 

with African, Caribbean and Pacific countries and regions are a good example of EU 

agreements that support both regional integration and integration into the world economy. 

 

Regarding the management of UNCTAD, the EU remains committed to ensuring that the 

recommendations set out by the Joint Inspection Unit are implemented by the UNCTAD 

Secretariat in a timely manner. UNCTAD should continue to build upon (UK) the 

specific measures and initiatives taken by the Secretariat across the work plan's seven 

areas; and the additional measures introduced by the Secretary General since September 

2014 aimed at creating a culture of continuous improvement in the Secretariat and 

strengthen internal accountability. 

 

Our aim is to continue to support UNCTAD as an efficient organization and to optimise 

the impact of its activities. We are determined to play an active role, working closely 

with UNCTAD as the focal point for the integrated treatment of trade and development, 

and interrelated issues in the areas of finance, technology, investment and sustainable 

development. 

 

Mr President,  
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Next year in March the UNCTAD XIV Conference will take place in Lima. Dr Mukhisa 

Kituyi presented in March 2015 a proposal on the potential theme and sub-themes for the 

Conference. We regret that, despite intensive consultations under the wise leadership of 

H.E. Ambassador of Spain, no agreement could be reached so far. During this session of 

the TDB, we should thus endeavour to adopt the themes and sub-themes, thereby 

allowing the PrepCom to start negotiating the outcome document as soon as possible.  

 

In this regard, we welcome the SG's report, which was just presented, and will analyse it 

in depth in order to use it as a starting point for the negotiations leading to Lima.  (LUX) 

The EU and its Member States are looking forward to a strong and fruitful future 

cooperation and negotiation process with our development partners.  

 

Mr President, Distinguished colleagues, 

 

The EU and its Member States reiterate their commitment to cooperate (LUX) with 

UNCTAD and to continue to (SWE) enhance its efficiency by focusing its work in those 

areas, within its (FIN) mandate, where it has demonstrated significant expertise.  

UNCTAD remains the focal point in the United Nations for the integrated treatment of 

trade and development, and interrelated issues in the areas of finance, technology, 

investment and sustainable development. UNCTAD should continue to work within its 

mandate – through its three pillars, delivering meaningful results, utilizing available 

resources, while enhancing synergies and promoting complementarities with the work of 

other international organizations. (FIN) We recognise the key importance of this 

organisation in the trade and development arena and we are determined to work together 

to address the interlinked challenges of poverty eradication and inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth. 

 

I thank you for your attention. 

 


