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EU statement 

 
Item 4(a)  

Follow-up on recommendations from the external evaluation of UNCTAD sub-programme 1: 
Globalization, interdependence and development 

 
 

Ms Chairperson, 
 

The EU and its MS have thoroughly reviewed the documents under this item: the evaluation report 
on the UNCTAD sub-programme on globalization, interdependence and development 
(TD/B/WP/252) and the management response to the evaluation (TD/B/WP(65)/CRP.1). We have 
carefully looked at the four proposed recommendations and concluded in favour of their adoption. 
 
Let me go one by one to explain why we support individual recommendations and how we see they 
should be implemented. 
 

• As regards paragraph 86 on developing a meaningful results-based management approach to 
guide SP1's work, the EU and its MS fully support this approach, not only for this particular 
sub-programme, but also as a general principle for the sound and effective management of 
all UNCTAD's activities, in line with the JIU's recommendations on RBM. 

 
• Concerning paragraph 87 on an integrated research agenda for UNCTAD, the EU and its 

MS are of the view that stronger coordination within the Secretariat is needed on research, 
particularly on the production of flagship reports. As we had pointed out in the last TDB, we 
strongly encourage UNCTAD's secretariat to ensure in the future more synergy among 
flagship reports such as TDR and WIR for instance. 

 
• On paragraph 88 addressing the rebalancing of future TDRs, the EU and its MS fully agree 

with the general approach of a stronger internal coordination in producing the TDR, in line 
with paragraph 87. However, we are reluctant to adopt too prescriptive a structure for the 
content of the report and would rather leave it in the hands of the secretariat, while insisting 
on the necessary coherence and articulation among the different flagship reports. 

 
• Finally, as regards paragraph 89 on UNCTAD's participation in work on the future UN 

development agenda, the EU and its MS are convinced of the value of UNCTAD's 
contribution in this field. We understand it is by nature a cross-divisional issue, where 
several UNCTAD departments have to play a role. On the contribution of UNCTAD's to 
post-2015, the Division on International Trade has been appointed as focal point and should 
benefit from the relevant in-put of other divisions including SP1.  

 
Ms Chairperson, I thank you for your attention. 
 


