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EU Statement  

Madame Chairperson, ladies and gentlemen, distinguished colleagues, 

 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its member 

states.  

 

First of all, we would like to congratulate you, Madame Chairperson on your 

election as Chair of this 66th session of the Working Party on the Strategic 

Framework and the Program Budget. We would like to thank the Secretariat for 

the preparation of Draft proposed biennial Programme Plan for the period 2016–

2017.We also appreciate the UNCTAD’s staff for its availability and kind 

assistance in the preparation for the Working Party.  

 
The EU and its member states would like to reiterate  the importance we attach 

to the Working Party strengthening and updating the programme of work of the 

organization and ensuring the faithful translation of UNCTAD’s core mandate 

into its draft biennial programme plan.  This allows us to discuss the 

implementation of  UNCTAD’s core mandate and to work together to enhance 

UNCTAD’s role, impact and institutional effectiveness.   
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Let me draw your attention to several general remarks regarding the Draft 

proposed biennial Programme Plan for 2016–2017:  

 

We recognize that the suggested Biennial Programme Plan corresponds to 

the three pillars of the UNCTAD’s mandate; however, we would like to 

note that the Doha mandate could be better reflected in the plan. We would 

like to emphasize that the proper implementation of the Doha Mandate 

should be our common objective.  

 

The EU and its Member states welcome the focus on mainstreaming cross-

cutting issues, including the gender equality, empowerment of women, 

sustainable development and impact of trade on employment in the work of 

UNCTAD. However, we note that reference to the number of cross cutting 

issues such as good governance and respect of human rightsare still 

missing.  

 

We fully support the contribution of UNCTAD to the outcome of relevant 

UN Conferences and its leading role in the inter-agency cluster on trade 

and productive sectors. This work reinforces UNCTAD’s visibility and 

contribution to the UN family. Furthermore, we strongly recommend the 

inclusion of reference to UNCTAD’s contribution to the WTO-led Aid for 

Trade initiative.  

 

We welcome the reference to the work on small and medium enterprises in 

the accomplishment under Subprogram 2.  We would like further to 

encourage the UNCTAD Secretariat to ensure that the special needs of 

SMEs are properly addressed under the other Sub-programmes in line with 

the guidelines of the Doha mandate.   

 

We would also like to note the importance of further work on management 
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indicators, also possible introduction of qualitative indicators, which would 

allow for better measurement of the results and impact of UNCTAD 

activities. 

 

Now allow us, Madame Chairperson, to proceed with some other specific 

comments regarding the sub-programmes:  

 

1. We would be grateful to the Secretariat to give us more insight on the 

modification of the indicators suggested in the Subprogram 3, component 

1, section (a),  namely on the replacement of performance measure 

“number of developing countries”  by “specific identifiable actions”.  

 

2. We also would be pleased to hear more on the following accomplishment 

under the sub-programme 4, namely “Enhanced capacities in developing 

countries and countries with economies in transition in the areas of trade 

and investment and interrelated issues”. This accomplishment looks more 

as horizontal cross-programme measure rather than one exclusively 

related to the work of the Division on  technology and logistics.  

 
 

 

Madam Chairperson, we do look forward to the presentations by the different 

divisions on the proposed Biennial Programme Plan for the period 2016-2017, in 

particular relating to what has been changed when compared with previous 

years, and to informative debates.  Indeed we all share a common objective: 

making sure resources are maximally optimized for the benefit of sustainable 

development. 

 

Thank you very much for your attention. 
 

 


