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UNCTAD Working Party on the Strategic Framework and the Program Budget 

Review of the Programme Narrative Component of the Draft Proposed Programme Budget 
for the Biennium 2014–2015 

63rd  Session 
 
 

Mme / Mr   Chair, 

 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its  Member States. 

 

We   wish to begin by extending our sincere   congratulations  to you, Mme/ Mr  Chair,  on your 

election  to  chair  this Working Party. We are  here  to support  you  and  work constructively with  

all our partners  for  the success  of this  session. We would  like to take also this opportunity to 

congratulate the other members of the Bureau. 

 

At the outset, we wish to reiterate  the great importance that EU and its Member States attach to 

international cooperation and trade for development  and efforts  of  developing  countries,  

especially  Least  Developed Countries,  in  achieving an inclusive  and  sustainable  growth on their  

way  towards  integrating  beneficially  the world  economy. 

 

We believe  that, our discussions  during  the Working Party sessions,  are  essential, considering 

the fact that we are called  upon  to ensure a  meaningful  Work Programme and a budgeting 

process  for a  Results  Based Management  and  an efficient  use  of resources. 

 

We would like to thank UNCTAD’s  Secretariat  for its efforts to deliver  the detailed  and  relevant 

document  entitled  “Programme narrative component of the draft proposed programme budget for 

the biennium 2014–2015” (TD/B/WP(63)/CRP.1),  which comprises the strategic framework  for 

 the biennium 2014–2015  from  the Working Party in its sixty-first session ( as  resumed on 1-3 

October  with  ACs ), the secretariat’s proposed  performance  measures and the list of expected  

outputs for the biennium. 

 

We welcome the Secretariat's efforts made for a timely submission of the pre-session important 

documents which enabled Member  States  to get  timely  prepared  and actively  participate in  this 

session.  
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Allow us, Mme/ Mr  Chair, to   proceed   here  with some  substantive comments. 

 

With  regard to the content of  the document  itself,  the “Programme narrative component of the 

draft proposed programme budget for the biennium 2014–2015”,  we  wish to underscore first  that 

it should clearly  integrate  UNCTAD’s  Doha  Mandate terms. 

 

Second, we wish to recall  that during our  discussions at  the  61st WP  in  July,  the EU and  its  

Member  States, with the view of a more effective working process,  have proposed  a 

“Corporate Log frame”  including detailed  presentation of the objectives, strategic steps and 

activities, resources (estimated costs  per Component) together with the matching indicators of 

achievements of the expected results per programme,  as  well  as   Aggregated   results  of  the 

entire  UNCTAD’s  work  every year  or  two years  according to the activities’ agreed  time 

schedules  and  budgeting. 

 

We acknowledge the  efforts  made  by  the Secretariat, to  incorporate in the present proposed 

document for  the  Biennium 2014-15,  elements such  as : objective, expected accomplishments 

and  indicators of achievement  under  each Sub programme, and  we  understand  that  the   

performance  measures  and  corresponding  outputs  are  approved and presented  in a second  

phase  of the budgeting  process. 

 

Nevertheless,   we wish  to  note  that, on one  side,  we  do not  have  Aggregated results from  

past  years  and  expect them  for  the coming  sessions, and  on the other side, we wish to 

point out  that,  without diminishing the importance of  the rate of  implementation, the 

effectiveness of  technical cooperation activities, should be measured not only based on how 

many  projects have been  implemented compared to the number of those  planified,  but 

mainly through the evaluation of the results of the  projects’ implementation in  economic 

and  social terms for developing countries.  

In this  context, the European  Union  and its Member States, recall UNCTAD, that  it is  

fundamental to develop an  Evaluation and  Monitoring Mechanism of technical cooperation 

activities through  RBM.  
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Furthermore, we encourage  the Secretariat  to  continue progress in  its  efforts  for outputs’ 

measurement by evaluating also the  implementation rate of  recommendations,  made by  the  

external evaluations, as approved and  mandated  by  the  Member States.  

 

Turning now  to  the Sub programmes, we observe that,  in global terms,  the proposed  Work 

Plan  for  the Biennium 2014-15, although it corresponds to its  three  pillars, it  reflects  an  

extremely  broad  framework of  activities to  be  realized in  a  limited  period  of  two  years.  

The  programme of activities  should be formulated on  more realistic parameters,  with a 

priority order for activities and on a quality than a quantity basis.  

In general  terms, we wish also to reiterate that we welcome initiatives included in the  Biennial        

Programme focusing  on  implementing those programmes  within UNCTAD’s  mandate  and  

existing  resources. With  the view  of enhancing  its  efficiency,   effectiveness  and  visibility  

within and outside  the UN family,  UNCTAD should strengthen  its  cooperation  and synergies  

with other relevant  International  Organisations, where  appropriate,  as  it is  its   role  for the  

successful  Inter-Agency Cluster on trade and productive sectors.  

 

More  specifically, the European  Union and  its  Member States, welcome UNCTAD’S  technical  

cooperation for enhancing  productive capacity, strengthening the role of private sector in trade and 

development, stimulating  enterprise  development, particularly  the  SMEs, and  mainstreaming  

cross-cutting   and  other  trade  related  issues  in national  trade  policies,  such as  :  

 

Gender equality- empowerment of women, enjoyment of human rights,   good  governance  at all 

levels,  economic diversification, South - South Cooperation, social protection, competition, 

structural transformation, Green Economy, agriculture-food security and environmental  protection-

,   regional and global economic integration,  institutional capacity for trade promotion and 

investment, legislation for an  enabling and attracting environment  for  regional and international 

foreign direct investment (FDI),  trade facilitation,  research and innovation,  and domestic revenue 

mobilization through the reinforcement of the national tax system, designing  measures to record 

remittances and formal channels and improving  data on these inflows.  
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Furthermore,  we encourage continuation of technical cooperation  for  TRAINFORTRADE, The 

Automated System for Customs Data (ASYCUDA), which  continued successfully  to be 

UNCTAD’s largest technical assistance activity, Debt Management and Financial Analysis System 

(DMFAS),  as well as  multi-agency projects  on agricultural commodity,  interregional projects in 

support of enterprise development (EMPRETEC  programme ),  the Enhanced Integrated 

Framework (EIF),  and trade facilitation negotiations  at the World Trade Organization (WTO) .  

 

Related  more specifically to the Subprogramme 5  on Africa, Least Developed Countries (LDCs), 

and other groups of countries in special situations  such as  Landlocked Developing  Countries ( 

LLDCs ), Small Island Developing States ( SIDS ) and  Other Structurally Weak, Vulnerable and 

Small Economies (SWVSEs), the European Union and its  Member States, welcome the choice 

of  projects  implementing  the related recommendations  of  the  evaluation  reports  including  

those  as  approved  by the Member States and integrated  in the  ACs  of the  59th  TDB Session  ( 

15th - 28th  September 2012 ). 

 

More  particularly,  Mme/ Mr   Chair,  the  European Union and its Member States,  support  

initiatives  formulated   with  a clear strategy  and  definition of priorities   established  for each 

category  of countries focusing on activities in  line with the beneficiary countries’  national 

priorities and requests,  and answering  to the  specific characteristics  and needs of the different 

groups of countries, such  as :  For LDCs :  institutional  difficulties, links between trade and 

poverty and graduation to non-LDC status, for Landlocked Developing  Countries  ( LLDCs ) : 

regional  integration and transport, for Small Island Developing States ( SIDS ) :  limited  resources 

and isolation from trade flows and,  for “Other Structurally Weak, Vulnerable and Small 

Economies” ( SWVSEs ) :  vulnerability  to shocks/natural disasters 

 

The EU and its  Member States  encourage  the Secretariat  to continue  its  efforts  for reducing  the 

number of  publications  by focusing  more  on their  added value,  as  well as  for assessing  and  

reporting  on their  impact, promotion and outreach via the appropriate means and  in accordance 

with the different needs of its users; 
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Related  to this, in the Work  Programme,  we  observe,  that an  important part of the Expected  

accomplishments  of  Indicators  of achievement  and performance   measurement   for each 

Programme  Component  depends  on  the  use  of a  large  number  of Recurrent and Non- Re-

current  publications  as well as  other  printed  and online  documentation.  The evaluation of the 

effective degree  of  Publications’  use and utility  is  crucial .  As  we  highlighted  during  the 61st 

WP  last  July,  the  EU  and  its Member  States,  welcome  the positive results of the readership 

survey of the main publications of UNCTAD in 2011 through an online questionnaire.  

Furthermore,  we suggested  that,  given the fact  that  these   publications  have  multiple  uses,  

including,  among  others,  policy formulation, as  well as they  offer  different perspectives  on 

important  matters  for  developing  countries  and  for the global community at large,  we proposed   

that the in-depth  survey on  the use of the publications,   being  very important,   it  should  be  

continued.  We  wish  to raise  here  that this element  should  be  included  in  the  Work  

Programme.  

 

Mme/ Mr   Chair,  The European Union  and  its Member States, look  forward to  our  constructive 

deliberations  with  our  shared  purpose  of  supporting  UNCTAD  towards  achieving  its  

objective  of  delivering  technical  cooperation  activities in  an  effective and  efficient  manner  for  

the  benefit  of  all. 

 

We look forward to successfully conclude the discussions on the Draft Proposed Programme 

Narrative for the Biennium 2014-2015 within the allocated time frame by the end of the present 

session of the Working Party. 

 

 

Thank you very much for your kind attention 
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