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UNCTAD 

Trade and Development Commission, 4th session 

(12 – 16 November 2012)  

EU Statement 

 
Mr. Chairman, 
Secretary-General, 
Deputy Secretary General, 
Excellencies, 
Distinguished Delegates, 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I have the honour and privilege of addressing this Commission on behalf of the European Union 

and its Member States. 

 

We would like to start by congratulating you, Mr Chairman, and UNCTAD on the substantial work 

that has been carried out on trade and development issues in the last year.  

 

In this opening statement, our intention is to provide some comments on the Expert Meetings 

organised by the Trade and Development Commission. These gatherings are useful fora to share 

experiences and exchange views among specialists and stakeholders. We would like to underline 

that the professionals attending these gatherings participate in their own personal capacity, and 

therefore the conclusions from each meeting have to be understood under that perspective.  

 

Regarding the Multi-year Expert Meeting on South-South Cooperation (SSC) and Regional 

Integration, we would like to underline the importance of SSC: as stated in the EU Council 

Conclusions1 on South-South Cooperation: 'Cooperation between partner countries and/or emerging 

countries … is growing. The EU and its Member States welcome these developments, especially for 

their potential contribution towards achieving the internationally agreed development goals, 

including the Millennium Development Goals'. We acknowledge the importance of trade finance 

for developing countries, particularly LDCs, and see the potential for growing support from 

emerging economies in this respect. The absence of an adequate trade finance infrastructure is 

                                                 
1 Council Conclusions of 22 March 2010; 7801 DEVGEN 96; 
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likely to hinder the trade and export potential of an economy and that of small and medium sized 

enterprises. UNCTAD's technical assistance and research in this area may be able to help 

developing countries in delivering effective financial services to SMEs, microenterprises and 

individuals as well as in designing measures to record remittances through formal channels and 

improve data on these inflows.  

There is a need to develop the domestic financial sector by enhancing the capital markets and 

banking systems. Regional development banks, with their economies of scale, and private 

commercial banks can play an important role for providing access to trade finance.  

 

The development of strong legal and regulatory frameworks and the promotion of growing 

opportunities in developing countries and emerging economies are a necessary condition to attract 

private investors and private commercial banks, which will be able to provide efficient trade finance 

instruments to facilitate exports.  

 

Concerning the session on Services, Development and Trade and as set out in the report (Multi-year 

Expert Meeting on Services, Development and Trade), the services sector can be an important 

engine for growth, employment and development in developing countries. This is particularly true 

for infrastructure services in the large sense, including telecommunication, energy, transport, 

postal/courier and financial services. An intelligent policy mix of liberalisation and regulation can 

tap significant potential and trade policy is an important policy tool in this respect. On the 

regulatory side, both the GATS (including the Reference Paper on Telecommunications or the 

Annex on Financial Services) and bilateral free trade agreements can be used to anchor relevant 

growth-enhancing regulatory principles in domestic systems such as independence of regulators or 

interoperability of networks. This does not put into question the right to regulate as evidenced, for 

example, by the large scope of the prudential carve out for financial services. 

 

Regarding the session of the Transport and Trade Facilitation, we reiterate the importance of 

achieving a successful conclusion of the Doha Development Agenda and seeking an early outcome 

on those areas where progress can be achieved, in particular on Trade Facilitation and on the issues 

of concern for developing countries being negotiated in the Special Session of the Committee on 

Trade and Development in the WTO. With regard to Trade Facilitation, there is overwhelming 

empirical research showing that the agreement would benefit everyone and that developing 

countries, in particular landlocked among them, would gain the most from aligning their practices. 

Developing countries that have successfully simplified and modernised their trade procedures have 
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reaped multiple benefits: from increased overall trade flows, higher revenue collection to savings 

from improved overall efficiency of their customs administration. 

 

In relation to the Commodities and Development Expert Meeting, the EU and its Member States 

encourage UNCTAD to pursue the good work carried out on natural resources by Internet 

Governance Forum (IGF) and in the field of the Natural Resource Information Exchange (NRIE) 

project. In an interconnected and interdepend world, where few countries actually produce all the 

raw materials required by their economy, it would be useful to adopt a multi-stakeholder approach 

that would take into account the needs of all the players, large and small, and that would be capable 

of pointing at long-term and sustainable solutions. Notably, one of the outcomes should be to 

increase the awareness of commodity-dependent developing countries of their position in the global 

value chain and to promote transparency principles. 

 

Concerning the report of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Competition Law and Policy 

we reaffirm our support for international convergence on the basis of sound competition principles 

and importance of effective enforcement capacity for agencies which are operationally independent, 

working on the basis of non-discriminatory procedures and recognising principles of procedural 

fairness and rights of defence. Developing countries need competitive firms and UNCTAD's 

research and political dialogue in this area can help them to formulate and enforce effective and 

updated competition laws. 

 

Mr Chairman, 

 

Concerning promoting and strengthening synergies among UNCTAD's three pillars we would like 

to highlight the need to put more emphasis on results-based management as a prerequisite for 

enhancing the impact of its work. While remaining within its core mandate of facilitating 

consensus-building, carrying out research and providing technical assistance, UNCTAD should 

focus on those areas where it has built comparative advantage and where it can provide an added 

value. 

 

However, as we have underlined several times, UNCTAD should be careful not to duplicate work 

done by other Institutions and Organisations, especially in areas of these Organisations' clear 

mandates. 
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UNCTAD's three pillars are closely related to each other. Hence, the independent and unbiased 

analytical work must feed into the consensus building and the technical assistance, which in its turn 

should be demand driven and implemented in close cooperation with the beneficiary countries 

themselves.  

 

Thank you very much for your kind attention. 

 

 

____________________ 
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