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Doha, 23 April 2012 

 

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

UNCTAD XIII  

 

General Debate 

(Doha, 23 April 2012) 

 

Statement on behalf of the European Union and its Member States 

 

 

Your Highness the Emir of the State of Qatar, 

Your Excellency the Secretary General on the United Nations 

Conference for Trade and Development, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

It gives me great pleasure to speak on behalf of the European Union and 

its Member States on this important occasion and we would like to 

express our appreciation and gratitude to Qatar for their excellent 

arrangements for our work. 

  

We in the EU are here to play an active role at this Conference and 

contribute to its outcome. Despite difficulties at home we collectively 

continue to be the largest donor of development assistance, the most 

important contributor to multilateral trade related assistance 

programmes, a leading foreign direct investor, as well as the world's 

biggest trader.  
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And it is from this perspective that I would like to make three points 

today.  

 

First, since UNCTAD XII there have been profound changes in the world 

economic landscape. We realise that while many developing partners 

have furthered their integration into the world economy and become 

globally competitive, others, such as the Least Developed Countries, in 

particular in Africa, continue to lag behind.  

 

Secondly, we need appropriate policies in the light of these changes, we 

need to adjust our policies. According to our new EU development 

policy framework, 'An agenda for change', the growing economic 

diversity of developing countries calls for greater differentiation in the 

design and implementation of EU trade and development policies. We 

want to sharpen the focus on those developing countries which are 

most in need and we have further refined this principle in our Trade, 

Growth and Development policy initiative.   

 

With respect to our relations with emerging economies, the European 

Union intends to focus less on development cooperation and more on 

new forms of partnership based on shared benefits and responsibilities. 

 

The EU is committed to promoting a multilateral agenda for trade and 

development; providing improved market access for developing 

countries; working towards sustainable development through a green 

economy; and developing more focused, results-based, and 

coordinated Aid for Trade. We would also like to underline the 

importance of the new Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) 

regulation which should enter into force no later than 1 January 2014. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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My third point refers to the role UNCTAD can and should play in the 

promotion of development, trade and growth. The EU is strongly 

committed to an outcome-oriented approach at this Conference and a 

future work programme which builds on the Accra Accord from 

UNCTAD XII in 2008.  

 

I would like to stress the EU's commitment to UNCTAD as an institution. 

We believe that the future activities of the organisation should be based 

on the three core pillars of its mandate, policy analysis, consensus 

building and technical cooperation, and on its capabilities and existing 

resources. The strength of the organisation is best used focusing on 

those areas where it has built comparative advantages and can provide 

added value in relation with the work and mandate of other international 

organisations. Close cooperation and synergy between UNCTAD and 

these organisations is paramount. 

 

We strongly support the future activities of the organisation in the area 

of investment, in particular the role of Foreign Direct Investment as a 

key means to promote development and economic growth. A sound 

investment climate is necessary to attract FDI flows and encourage 

domestic investment and UNCTAD's knowledge and capacity is well 

placed to deliver policy-oriented research in this area. 

 

Developing countries need a thriving private sector and competitive 

firms able to take advantage of export opportunities, and national 

policies to improve access to finance for Small and Medium Enterprises 

(SMEs). We support UNCTAD's activities in research and technical 

assistance to stimulate private sector development and encourage 

UNCTAD to work on public-private partnerships. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We believe an open and sector-diversified economy helps to ensure 

sustained growth and reduces a country's economic volatility. In this 

regard, there are specific issues UNCTAD's work should focus on, 

namely:  

 

- UNCTAD should help developing countries to open their markets free 

of restrictions to international trade in accordance with their 

development levels and in line with World Trade Organisation (WTO) 

rules; to explore options for structural transformation by diversifying 

their exports; and to promote policies to improve productive capacities.  

 

- UNCTAD could analyse the impact of South-South trade and examine 

the effects of regional integration on trade and investment. South-South 

Cooperation is a dynamic phenomenon providing new opportunities 

and enabling experiences to be shared and lessons learned in the 

pursuit of economic and social development, including the achievement 

of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  

 

- We believe UNCTAD should continue to pay attention to commodity 

dependency and to support commodity dependent developing countries 

in formulating sustainable and inclusive national development 

strategies.  

 

- Good governance at all levels is fundamental for trade and 

development; at country level it helps attract Foreign Direct Investment 

and encourages private investment. UNCTAD's research and technical 

assistance in this field will enable partner countries to strengthen their 

institutional capacity in the fields of trade and investment. 
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- The EU would like to take this opportunity to stress the importance of 

women empowerment, which is of essential importance to poverty 

reduction and sustainable development; hence, we would like to 

particularly underline the importance of UNCTAD providing analyses 

and recommendations regarding the role of women as economic actors. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

To conclude, the EU is fully committed to the success of UNCTAD XIII 

and to a positive and ambitious outcome based on a global partnership 

for development. We will continue to stand by our developing partners 

and support them in their aspirations to economic growth and 

sustainable development. We are determined to make this Conference a 

success; so that when we meet at UNCTAD XIV four years from now, we 

can assess our achievements positively. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 


