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UNHCR 

STANDING COMMITTEE 

57th Session 

(25-27 June 2013) 

 

Agenda item 4b - "Update on Global Strategic Priorities" 

 

Ms. Chairperson,  

 

On behalf of the EU, from a donor perspective, let me thank the UNHCR for the presentation and 

for the note. 

 

We express our strong support for Global Strategic Priorities (GSP) process. We believe that it is 

very important for UNHCR to identify critical priority areas, to guide its field operations over the 

coming biennium and last, but not least, to measure concrete progress/results in UNHCR activities. 

 

We have attended the consultations in February 2013 and welcomed UNHCR's focus on 

consistency and coherence of the GSPs. We particularly appreciated the lessons learned discussion, 

which focussed on the experience gained since the introduction of the GSPs. We believe that this 

should be repeated. We encourage UNHCR to share with all interested their reflection on successes 

and challenges in achieving the set target. 
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During the consultations in February we have made some recommendations, along with other 

colleagues. Some of these were taken up by UNHCR and reflected in the impact indicators for the 

GSPs for the next biennium, such as the prevention of the SGBV, self reliance, etc.. We fully 

understand your call on restraint and moderation in the further revision of the GSPs, as a warranty 

for sustainable results. However, as we advance with the implementation of the GSPs process, we 

believe that it is important to maintain the coherence of priorities and indicators, while remaining 

open about the reflection on other relevant indicators, for instance related to malnutrition or to 

health care. 

 

UNHCR has developed new strategies, policies and guidelines in the past few years that advance 

key protection priorities and better address vulnerabilities of the persons of concern (the new child 

protection framework, the updated strategy on sexual and gender-based violence and the new 

education strategy). GSP indicators should reflect these new policies. Also, UNHCR needs to better 

reflect in its GSP: emergency preparedness and efforts to implement the Transformative Agenda. 

 

With regards to partnership and coordination, the EU appreciates and encourages the continued 

efforts of UNHCR to undertake leadership and coordination in non-refugee situations under the 

cluster system as well as to lead and facilitate inclusive coordination in refugee situations. In large-

scale disasters where very large numbers of refugees are in need of protection and assistance, the 

EU encourages UNHCR to enhance partnership and the inclusiveness of other humanitarian actors 

as described in the High Commissioner's Structured Dialogue on NGO-IFRC-UNHCR Partnership, 

particularly those willing to reduce the burden on UNHCR by the provision of assistance, thereby 

allowing UNHCR to focus on its mandate of protection and the seeking of durable solutions.. 

 

The set priorities are of critical relevance and reflect fundamental protection concerns. We call on 

UNHCR to continue to reflect on how best to balance interventions in life-saving areas such as 

nutrition, shelter, water and sanitation, as well as a strong focus on solutions. 


