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UNHCR 

STANDING COMMITTEE 

57th Session 

(25-27 June 2013) 

 

Agenda item 3a - "Note on International Protection" 

 

Ms. Chairperson,  

 

On behalf of the EU, from a donor perspective, let me thank the UNHCR for the presentation and 

for the note on international protection.  

 

We reiterate the appreciation of the European Union for UNHCR's continued efforts to offer 

protection to the forcibly displaced, as well as for its efforts to continuously improve its capacity to 

respond rapidly and effectively to increasingly complex displacement situations. In that regard, we 

encourage UNHCR to continue to proceed in line with the spirit of the Transformative Agenda and 

to seek, in coordination with other humanitarian actors and national authorities, the most efficient 

way to anticipate and respond to humanitarian crises. 

While acknowledging UNHCR's accomplishments in the field of protection, we want to focus our 

intervention on several key points where we need more reflection on how best to address the 

challenges and shortfalls in protection of refugees and IDPs. 

We welcome the reference in the note that emergency planning should not only take into account 

immediate assistance but that it should also lay the foundation for sustainable solutions to avoid 
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creating protracted situations. The need to shift UNHCR's approach in camp-management from care 

and maintenance to more solutions-oriented approaches is welcomed as well as the importance to 

explore alternatives to camps. Camps often turn displacement into protracted displacement. In this 

sense, full involvement of development actors is essential from the onset of the emergency.  

More effort is needed in safeguarding the civilian nature of camps. This is the case for refugees in 

South Sudan, Darfur, Chad and DRC.  

Also, as far as the location of camps is concerned, we are seeing an increasing number of camps 

being placed much too close to the borders of the countries from where people are fleeing. As well 

as from Yida, South Sudan, there are also the cases of Tissi, Chad and the new camp for Congolese 

in Zemio, CAR.  

We are very concerned with the references in the note on international protection to practices of 

refoulement, as well as to instances of forceful relocation of urban refugees to camps, and would 

urge UNHCR to continue to work with the concerned Governments to prevent these situations.   

 

Ms Chairperson, 

 

We believe that refugees should be empowered to make economic contribution to their host 

countries. Refugees should not always be seen as a burden but as productive/economic actors that 

can contribute positively to the development of host communities. Attempts to engage affected 

governments in promoting self-reliance strategies have succeeded or failed based on the ability of 

the international community to convince them of a credible national interest and the human capital 

that refugees bring in. The EU will continue to support UNHCR is its political advocacy for such 

solutions.  

 

Ms. Chairperson, 

We congratulate UNHCR's for its age, gender and diversity approach and related tools. We 

particularly appreciate that the approach is reflected in the Global Strategic Priorities and given 

relevant impact indicators. 
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We are also pursuing efforts to strengthen the gender and age capacity approach in our 

humanitarian activities - namely through the upcoming gender policy and gender and age maker. 

 

Finally, Ms. Chairperson, 

 

Let me conclude by pointing to recent developments in the European Union, where we have put in 

place a comprehensive Common European Asylum System. To that effect new legislative 

instruments were adopted earlier this month that clarify and improve the protection of vulnerable 

persons, including of those fleeing from gender based violence. We will now concentrate our efforts 

on its effective implementation. An Asylum and Migration Fund, for the period 2014 – 2020, will 

also facilitate the implementation of the Common European Asylum System. 

In parallel, as regards the external dimension of our asylum policy, we shall continue to assisting 

third countries to become robust providers of effective protection, through our Regional Protection 

Programmes, by strengthening medium- and long-term capacity building in the area of asylum, 

including in the Horn of Africa and North Africa and soon in the Middle East, in close cooperation 

with UNHCR. Another key objective of the external dimension of the EU asylum policy is to 

enhance the EU’s involvement in resettlement activities including by agreeing common priorities 

and matching them with financial incentives for Member States to make related commitments. 

Thank you. 

 

 


