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 Statement on agenda item 3 
Regional activities and global programmes 

"Overview of UNHCR's operational strategies and regional activities in MENA"  
 

Thank you chair. On behalf of the EU, let me also thank the deputy director of the MENA bureau 

for the update.  

 

As the Syria crisis enters its sixth year, the humanitarian needs continue to rise and we all know the 

displacement figures.  

 

The EU commends the important contribution made by the UN, including UNCHR, in reaching so 

far 135,000 people in need in besieged and hard to reach areas in recent weeks. More needs to be 

done. An EU team was in Damascus last week to see how we can help in this. 

 

We appreciate the efforts and the progress made by UNHCR to respond to a crisis of such 

magnitude, including efforts made so far as regards coordination and registration. We commend the 

generosity and efforts of the neighbouring countries, Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Egypt and Iraq, to 

provide safe haven for the refugees. Since the beginning of the crisis, almost 200 M EUR from the 

EU humanitarian budget has been allocated to UNHCR, mostly supporting operations assisting the 

refugees in Lebanon and Jordan and helping the IDPs inside Syria.   

 

We welcome the work undertaken by the UN, jointly with national authorities and development 

actors, to articulate the response at national and sector levels, in support of Syrian refugees and the 

communities hosting refugees in the region. This strategy is crucial to foster a clearly articulated, 

appropriate and cost-effective aid response in the short- and medium-term.  

  

In Iraq, the EU is deeply concerned about the treatment of the internally displaced persons who 

increasingly face challenges, such as exposure to violence, disproportionate restrictions on access to 

safety and freedom of movement, forced encampment, and constrained access to basic services. 

With the prospect of further displacement as military operations escalate, we need to the safety of 
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IDPs in a timely manner, and ensure that camps remain options of last resort and maintain their 

humanitarian character. 

 

We need to continue to ensure better coordination and cost-efficiency of the assistance. Given the 

complexity in both Syria and Iraq, we need to come to a true 'whole of Syria' and 'whole of Iraq' 

approach. We welcome the progress achieved in setting up the UN coordination structure and 

strategic response plans for the Syrian and Iraq crises and the region, and we advocate for their full 

implementation.  

 

Given the deepening protection crises, we call as well for a more effective implementation of the 

protection agendas, in Syria, Iraq and neighbouring countries. We call upon UNHCR to implement, 

in coordination with other stakeholders, comprehensive protection strategies for both IDPs and 

refugees.  

 

Lastly, adding to the existing challenges, the humanitarian crisis in Yemen has reached 

unprecedented levels and with 21 million people in need it is today the biggest crisis in absolute 

numbers. We are deeply concerned about the widespread disregard for civilian lives and their 

protection needs. It is our collective responsibility to raise the profile of this crisis and we are 

working closely with MS and humanitarian actors on the ground to make sure this crisis is given the 

political and humanitarian attention it deserves. UNHCR role in protecting and assisting asylum 

seekers and displaced populations is of paramount importance in Yemen.    

 

Thank you. 

 
 


