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UNHCR 
Standing Committee 

65th Session (15-17 March 2016) 
 

 Statement on agenda item 3(a)iii 
Regional activities and global programmes 

"Overview of UNHCR's operational strategies and regional activities in Asia" 
 

 Thank you chair. On behalf of the EU, as a donor, let me also thank the Director of the ASIA 

bureau for the overview and UNHCR's staff for their dedication in this region like others. 

The EU continued to provide support to several important UNHCR operations in Asia in 2015. We 

will illustrate this with some points on two protracted displacement situations: the Afghan Crisis 

and Myanmar.  

UNHCR is a long standing partner of the European Union in Myanmar, particularly active in 

response to protracted humanitarian crises of displaced people in Rakhine and Kachin, and stateless 

people in northern Rakhine. In 2015, the EU support to UNHCR for this crisis reached € 1.5 

million. In addition to the delivery of basic humanitarian assistance and protection monitoring, we 

particularly appreciate UNHCR's commitment to strengthen further protection mechanisms and 

support for durable solutions.  

The UNHCR presence is particularly welcome in Rakhine. The humanitarian space has been under 

serious pressure and the international community still struggles to deliver a minimum level of 

critical services. UNHCR's high level advocacy remains an utmost necessity in this regard but also 

in terms of addressing the statelessness issue with the newly elected democratic government. We 

also welcome the UNHCR regional strategy for the Rohingya population and encourage its stronger 

and more visible implementation by all stakeholders.  

We are gravely concerned with the possible resumption of the number of persons taking to sea to 

flee persecution, abuse and connected absence of real livelihood opportunities.  We commend 

UNHCR for advocating with the governments of the countries concerned on how best to address the 

root causes of this trend and on measures to protect those in need in third countries. 

As regards the Afghan crisis, UNHCR remains an essential actor for assisting refugees in Iran and 

Pakistan, as well as returnees and IDPs in Afghanistan. In a challenging context, including for 

security, we appreciate the good cooperation the UNHCR has with the Afghan Ministry of 
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Refugees and Repatriation as a main interlocutor providing technical assistance on policy making 

and implementation. UNHCR's works with the relevant authorities in Pakistan and Iran is also much 

appreciated. As this is one of the longest protracted displacements in history, we would encourage 

UNHCR and the Governments and other partners involved to continue to work pragmatically on all 

available opportunities to advance the Solutions Strategy of the Afghan Refugees (SSAR). In 

particular, we would encourage exploring alternative stay arrangements for documented and 

undocumented refugees in Iran and Pakistan. It is also crucial to consolidate and intensify the 

engagement between humanitarian and development programmes. We are strongly committed to 

maintaining close co-operation with UNHCR and the three countries concerned on all these 

important questions.  

In addition to the focus on long term reintegration of returnees in Afghanistan, we would encourage 

UNHCR to strengthen its response to the acute IDP crisis. In this context, we stand ready to have a 

dialogue on how we can help UNHCR strengthen implementation of its policies.  

The number of returns from both Iran and Pakistan has decreased significantly in 2015 due to the 

deterioration of the humanitarian situation in Afghanistan. We commend UNHCR for their 

engagement with displaced Afghans and for their work in upholding the principle of voluntary 

return. In the absence of any institutional progress on the implementation of the IDP and returnees’ 

integration policies in Afghanistan, the limited absorption capacity and the potentially destabilizing 

effect of massive returns to Afghanistan, the importance of maintaining asylum space in the region 

remains crucial. 

As children and youth (below 24 years) constitute nearly 70% of the Afghan refugee population in 

the region, there needs to be a serious investment in providing educational and vocational 

opportunities to this young population.  

Let me assure you that despite difficulties and obstacles, the EU remains committed to working 

both with UNHCR and all stakeholders to assist and to seek to protect the vulnerable and advocate 

for sustainable solutions for Afghan refugees. Thank you.  

and Uganda. We commend UNHCR for its excellent work under very difficult circumstances in 

trying to accommodate this sudden influx in the various hosting countries and call on UNHCR to 

make every effort to preserve the civilian character of the camps. In parallel, the on-going 

protracted conflict in Eastern DRC continues unabated, with around half million Congolese 
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refugees living in neighbouring countries, some of them being in exile for over two decades. We 

would encourage UNHCR to continue looking into options for solutions, notably voluntary return 

in addition to resettlement.  

  

In all refugee crises affecting the African continent, we strongly encourage UNHCR and other 

partners to plan and develop from the onset of the crisis self-reliance strategies that are context 

based, so as to avoid over-dependency of refugees on humanitarian aid, reduce costs and improve 

dignity. This may often include the shift toward cash modalities and targeted assistance and 

development of joint strategies with for instance WFP. We recommend both UN agencies to adopt 

in a coordinated way the most appropriate assistance modalities for their food and NFI assistance 

and ensure targeting based on vulnerability. In addition, it is important that the refugee coordination 

model and the joint OCHA-UNHCR agreement on coordination in mixed settings is rolled-out and 

applied effectively throughout the region. 

  

Thank you. 

 


