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"Overview of UNHCR's operational strategies and regional activities in Americas" 
 

Thank you chair. Thanks also to the Director of the Bureau for the Americas for the overview. 

Speaking on behalf of the European Union, as a donor, let me provide some short remarks on the 

UNHCR engagement in the Americas. 

The Brazil Plan of Action is a most valuable and important tool that aims in a comprehensive way 

at further strengthening the international protection standards on the American continent. We 

encourage UNHCR to continue supporting the promotion and use of the Brazil Declaration and Plan 

of Action, in dialogues with regional and national counterparts as well as with the wider 

international community. 

We welcome the progress in the Colombia peace dialogue and its potential positive impact on the 

humanitarian situation, such as an expected decrease of the number of displaced populations. 

However, some humanitarian consequences still remain or may even be increasing, notably those 

related to operations of some groups who are not participating in the peace process. This changing 

environment may pose challenges for humanitarian organizations as there is a need to start 

transition to development in conflict-affected areas while there is, at the same time, a risk of a 

worsening humanitarian situation.  

In this context, continued external support is vital. UNHCR plays a key role, mainly to ensure 

protection of victims of the conflict in areas where the government is challenged, and to ensure 

protection and assistance to refugees in neighbouring countries, notably Venezuela and Ecuador. 

We recommend UNHCR to continue strengthening its protection role and enhance and support 

capacity building of public national institutions for the provision of basic services in conflict 

affected areas.  

In the Caribbean region, we are concerned by the situation of a large number of migrants with 

irregular status in the Dominican Republic. In this context, we welcome UNHCR's efforts, working 

closely with authorities, to find long term solutions for undocumented people of Haitian descent, to 

promote restoration of nationality and progressively eradicate statelessness.  
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Lastly, let me turn to Central America, a region affected by violence perpetrated by transnational 

organised criminal groups and other illegal armed actors that has led to displacement of an 

increasing numbers of people, including children and adolescents. Migration is often the last resort 

protection solution for the populations who are victims of the violence from non-political armed 

groups, particularly in Honduras and El Salvador.  

In this context, we welcome UNHCR's evidence-based advocacy strategy, and the EU's department 

for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO) will in 2016 support UNHCR's work in access 

to education, protection and information for children and adolescents in the Northern Triangle. We 

welcome UNHCR's technical assistance in identifying protection needs linked to forced 

displacement coupled with bilateral dialogues, in view of developing and implementing appropriate 

protection mechanisms. Finally, based on the positive example of the technical support to the child 

protection cluster in Honduras, and UNHCR support to the profiling exercise on IDPs conducted by 

the Honduran Government, we encourage UNHCR to continue strengthening the Central American 

country teams with well experienced protection staff.  

Thank you. 

 


