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UNHCR 
Standing Committee 

65th Session (15-17 March 2016) 
 

 Statement on agenda item 3(a)i 
Regional Activities and Global Programmes 

'Overview of UNHCR operational strategies and regional activities in Africa'  
 

 Thank you chair. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the EU, as a donor, Let me thank the 

Director of the Africa Bureau for the update.  

UNHCR continues to be a valuable partner for the EU in many different contexts on the African 

continent that continues to face significant displacement challenges. The EU under its humanitarian 

budget is actively engaged in helping to assist and protect persons in need and provided more than 

40 MEUR in 2015 from the EU humanitarian budget in support of UNHCR operations in the 

region.  

Governments bear the primary responsibility to address humanitarian situations on their territory. 

We would like to commend the generosity, hospitality and the spirit of solidarity of African 

countries that have continued to host the influx of refugees for respecting the principle of non-

refoulement, despite their often difficult economic situation.  

  

Ethiopia continues accommodating the largest number of refugees on the continent, right before 

Kenya and Uganda. In all the countries welcoming South Sudanese refugees, we encourage 

UNHCR, in cooperation with the governments, to be prepared to welcome more refugees and 

therefore increase the hosting capacity and UNHCR leadership.  

 

The EU commends UNHCR for its engagement in the Tri-partite agreement with Kenya and 

Somalia and reiterates the need to preserve the asylum space and ensure the voluntary nature of the 

return process. In this context, the EU will also provide development support in the framework of 

the Regional Development and Protection Programme in Ethiopia and Kenya.  

  

We remain deeply concerned by the situation in South Sudan, where millions of persons continue to 

be extremely food insecure. This situation is further compounded by a severe protection crisis. We 

encourage UNHCR to strengthen its protection activities, especially for IDPs in UNMISS bases. 



 3

We further commend UNHCR's response and quality of assistance in South Sudan and ongoing 

efforts to improve the registration process 

 

With regard to possible relocations and returns of IDPs and refugees this should be encouraged 

based on thorough protection risk analysis and underpinned by the informed consent of the affected 

persons.  

  

In the Sahel the situation remains extremely volatile, compounding the already fragile food and 

nutrition security conditions. In the Lake Chad basin in particular, the situation remains precarious. 

The security conditions in the North of Nigeria have triggered large waves of displacement 

including more than 180 000 persons seeking a safe haven in Cameroon, Chad and Niger. Most of 

all, we are more and more concerned about the major protection crisis within Nigeria where a large 

majority of the 2.2 million IDPs remains unattended or under-served due to a lack of access. 

  

In Cameroon, UNHCR is active on two refugee crises, one of which is unfolding in the North, 

under very difficult security conditions. Northern areas of Cameroun are also exposed to growing 

internal displacement and are faced with a food and nutrition crisis. We strongly encourage 

UNHCR to further improve coordination with other humanitarian actors and to strive to ensure best 

quality aid to the refugees through its implementing partners.  

 

We also express concerns over the continued humanitarian and protection crisis in Central African 

Republic, despite the relative appeasement of tensions lately.  

 

The situation in the Great Lakes region has worsened due to the violence in relation to the elections 

in Burundi that has triggered displacement of over 242,000 people to Tanzania, Rwanda, DRC and 

Uganda. We commend UNHCR for its excellent work under very difficult circumstances. In 

parallel, the on-going protracted conflict in Eastern DRC continues unabated, with around half 

million Congolese refugees living in neighbouring countries, some of them being in exile for over 

two decades. We encourage UNHCR to continue working on options for durable solutions.  

  

In all refugee crises affecting the African continent, we strongly encourage UNHCR and other 

partners to plan and develop from the onset of the crisis self-reliance strategies that are context 
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based, so as to avoid dependency of refugees on humanitarian aid, and ensure respect for people's 

dignity. 

  

Thank you. 

 


