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- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY  - 
 

Mr. Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The European Union warmly welcomes the election by the UN General Assembly of Mr Filippo 

Grandi of Italy as the next United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees following the 

proposal by the UN Secretary-General.  

Mr. Grandi vast experience on matters related to forced displacement, be it as Commissioner-

General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

(UNRWA) or in his previous work for UNHCR in the field, will be an invaluable asset for the 

High Commissioner Office. It is therefore with our greatest respect and support that we 

acknowledge the appointment of Mr. Grandi as the new High Commissioner.  



The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees plays a fundamental role in 

safeguarding the rights and well-being of refugees, stateless and other forcibly displaced 

populations. With 60 million of people forcibly displaced worldwide due to simultaneous and 

large-scale humanitarian crises, the General Assembly has assigned Mr. Grandi with an 

enormous task of promoting the voice of those that are usually the most vulnerable. In this 

regard, let me reassert the EU and its member states' continuous staunch support to the 

organisation, in the spirit of international cooperation and solidarity.  

The EU would also like to acknowledge the outstanding work of the High Commissioner 

António Guterres, whose unwavering personal commitment and strong leadership have helped to 

address the protection and assistance needs of displaced persons globally over past ten years. 


