
1 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
European Union 

 

NANSEN INITIATIVE 

Intergovernmental Global Consultation 

 (12 -13 October 2015) 

 

 

 

 

 

Statement by 

Dominic Porter, Deputy Head of the European Union Delegation  
to the United Nations in Geneva 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geneva, 12 October 2015 
 

- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY – 

 



2 

 

 
NANSEN INITIATIVE 

Intergovernmental Global Consultation 

 (12 -13 October 2015) 

 

In his "State of the European Union" speech one month ago Jean-Claude Juncker, President of 

the European Commission, spoke at length about migration, given the refugee crisis that 

Europe is now facing. Less noticed was the connection he made when he described climate 

change as "one of the root causes of a new migration phenomenon.”  This phenomenon, he 

added, would become a new acute challenge if we do not act swiftly. 

And this is not new. The EU has long recognized the climate change-migration nexus, 

advocating forcefully for its inclusion in all the relevant policy frameworks, and at the highest 

levels.  

Multiple streams of work in recent years – and our support for the Nansen Initiative testifies 

to this - has been instrumental in increasing EU and global attention to the links between 

climate change and migration. We were honoured to co-Chair the Group of Friends of 

Nansen, in close concert with the steering committee.  

The root causes of forced displacement and migration are many, as we know – from lack of 

political, social or economic security, poverty, human rights abuses, international conflicts 

and climate change. What we are now trying to improve is our joining up of EU actions in all 

these areas. The 'migration impacts' have suddenly taken centre stage, but they have been 

there all along. The Nansen Initiative has precisely addressed some of these root causes in 

very practical and well-conceived ways. 

Nansen has also proven a timely complement to larger scale global processes  like Sendai, 

COP21, and the 2030 goals. It has seen IOM and UNHCR working together at the policy 

level in exemplary harmony. The dividends of this go well beyond the exercise itself.  

The Protection Agenda itself fills gaps in the coverage of people displaced across borders by 

natural disasters and hazards, gaps which not foreseen 65 years ago, when today's legal 

frameworks began to be constructed.  The goal now is to see how existing law can be applied 
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more effectively to environment-induced migration, filling gaps not with more rules, but with 

practical guiding principles, based on sound research and comparisons of experience.   

I have said this meeting is timely. When it was planned almost a year ago we did not know 

how high the multiple drivers of human displacement would feature on our EU leaders' 

agendas. We did know that we would be on the eve of COP 21, where the world will look to 

its leaders for decisive action to tackle climate change. Success in Paris is indispensable. 

Failure would be inexcusable.  

Climate change has countless impacts, the known and the unknown. The Nansen Initiative has 

helped us learn more about how to confront challenges which will only grow in size and in 

their global reach. For that we are grateful, and for that reason we wholeheartedly endorse the 

Protection Agenda before us today. 

 


