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Thank you Mr. Chairperson, 
 
I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 
 
The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of 
Moldova and Georgia. 

We wish to thank the High Commissioner for his opening remarks.  
 
Since our Executive Committee session last year, we have seen again a substantive increase in 
the number of forcibly displaced persons around the world. By the end of 2014, a record high 
of almost 60 million has been reached- unfortunately, for most of them, with no prospect of 
return to their homes in the near future.  
 
Our meeting today is an opportunity to underline the courage of these people and to express 
our gratitude to host countries and host communities – many of whom experience difficult 
situations themselves – for their solidarity in ensuring protection for the displaced. We also 
want to commend UNHCR's leading role in international protection and assistance to refugees 
and other displaced persons. Today's meeting should also serve as an opportunity to restate 
our common commitment as a global community to the values of UNHCR and to pay tribute 
to its hard work, especially in the field. 
 
We also wish to commend the High Commissioner for his excellent performance and strong 
personal commitment to the cause of refugees during his tenure.  
 
Mr. Chair, 
 
The European Union is very concerned by the massive displacements of people affected by 
conflict. Many of them are seeking protection in Europe. With regard to the latter, the 
European Union continues to mobilise all its efforts to respond to the influx with the primary 
aim to save lives and ensure protection of those in need, to address the root causes of the crisis 
but also to fight smuggling and illicit trafficking in a comprehensive manner on the basis of 
solidarity and responsibility sharing. 
 
This collective approach is characterized by the implementation of numerous measures, 
namely: 
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•  Increasing support and funding to countries of origin and neighbouring countries to 
be channelled through UN implementing agencies, including UNHCR; with an 
additional extra 1 billion EUR, for  2015 and 2016; 

• increasing assistance to the Western Balkan countries in handling the refugee flows; 
• Resettling, including from North Africa, the Middle East and the Horn of Africa, 

more than 22 thousand displaced persons in  need of international protection, 
complementing existing resettlement and humanitarian admission efforts; 

• Tackling the dramatic situation at the European Union's external borders, including 
through increasing the registration and reception capacities for third country nationals 
at EU borders as well as the relocation from Italy and Greece to other EU Member 
States of 160 thousand persons in clear need of international protection; 

• Providing access to asylum to a growing number of asylum applicants arriving in the 
EU; 

• Strengthening the development cooperation on issues related to migration and 
refugees by increasing financial contributions to the EU Regional Trust Fund for 
Syria and its neighbours; and through the setup of an EU Emergency Trust Fund for 
the African countries. 

 
We highly value and will continue to rely on the High Commissioner's precious input and 
advice at all stages of the European response.   
 
At the same time, the scale and the complexity of the phenomenon, including  mixed flows, 
require the commitment of the global international community; countries worldwide need to 
take their responsibilities and enhance cooperation and solidarity. Partnerships are key in this 
collective endeavour.  
  
Mr. Chair, 
 
The vast majority of the World's forcibly displaced persons live in protracted situations. 
Addressing protracted displacement is mainly a political and developmental challenge. 
Therefore, we fully support UNHCR's commitment to increase engagement with governments 
and partners at local levels on these issues. Civilians trapped in protracted situations have 
often developmental needs in areas such as education, health and infrastructure. The 
stimulation of the human potential of the displaced persons is crucial in order to attain self-
sufficiency and sustainable livelihoods. Allowing productive individuals to contribute to 
economic and social development of hosting countries should be further enhanced with the 
expertise of development actors. We therefore encourage UNHCR to continue advocating for 
the inclusion of issues related to displacement in development planning and to promote an 
inclusive approach for durable solutions where refugee communities are targeted together 
with host communities. 
In 2014, the EU launched its first Regional Development and Protection Programme in the 
Middle East. Actions are focusing on improving protection in the host countries, enhancing 
local and national capacity for those working with refugees and supporting local communities 
hosting refugees. The EU has also recently launched Regional Development and Protection 
Programmes in North Africa and in the Horn of Africa. Furthermore, the EU is also 
embarking on launching a strategic reflection on enhancing linkages between humanitarian 
and development assistance in protracted situations. 
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We also need to step up our efforts to find durable solutions. In this context, we welcome 
UNHCR's commitment through the engagement in the Solutions Alliance and Seeds for 
Solutions initiatives. 

 
Mr. Chair, 
 
In solidarity with the people and countries affected by humanitarian crises, the EU and its 
Member States, as donors and policy partners, have continued to provide substantive support 
in assisting refugee and IDP populations worldwide. In 2014, the EU and its MS support for 
UNHCR amounted to more than 1.017 million USD which is equivalent to 30 % of 
UNHCR’s total income.  
 
Nevertheless, humanitarian needs continue to outpace availability of financial resources. In 
light of growing humanitarian needs, we invite UNHCR to step up its engagement to ensure a 
consistent, transparent and efficient use of the resources at its disposal. 
 
As we approach the World Humanitarian Summit, we have to make sure that the plight of the 
forcibly displaced population is going to be fully taken into account.  We commend UNHCR 
for its active engagement in this process. The EU sees the Summit as a unique opportunity to 
improve the current operating methods, to recommit to humanitarian principles and to 
reinforce global partnership to better serve people in need.   

The international community needs to strongly reaffirm its commitment to principled 
humanitarian action, including improved access and security. The rights- and community 
based approach of the UNHCR are fundamental to this end. Protection needs to be put at the 
heart of humanitarian response. In this regard, we encourage UNHCR to continue to 
mainstream protection activities in all phases of the response and in all sectors for all of those 
in need  
 
We commend UNHCR for its continued constructive engagement in the IASC Transformative 
Agenda and also for improving the governance of the Global Protection Cluster, committed to 
strengthen humanitarian leadership. Continued engagement with OCHA on ensuring effective 
coordination and non-duplicative action in mixed situations is also of great importance. 
 
Mr. Chair, 
 
As the numbers of forcibly displaced persons continue to rise, strengthened collaboration, 
cooperation and solidarity worldwide are needed. The EU and its Member States are ready to 
play their part. 
 
Thank you 


