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 Mister President 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union, as a donor.   

We welcome this paper on cash-based interventions and UNHCR's expanding and systematic use of 

such interventions.  

UNHCR, together with UN partners such as WFP, has been to the forefront in pioneering cash and 

voucher programmes at scale and has been quick to see the potential role of these modalities in 

providing a response to the basic needs of refugees in a manner that gives households and 

individuals greater choice, dignity and flexibility. 

The EU is very supportive of UNHCR's efforts, which we see as having the potential to improve the 

efficiency and effectiveness of humanitarian assistance. We encourage innovative efforts and a 

coordinated approach to the delivery of multi-purpose cash-based assistance and, in line with the 

common principles on multi-purpose cash-based assistance, endorsed by EU Member States, we 

note the importance of a context specific response, which considers, from the outset, cash responses 

alongside the option of vouchers or in-kind. 

 By its nature, a cash-based assistance approach tries to cover all basic needs. We stress the need for 

inter-agency coordination and cooperation with different partners, improved and harmonised 

targeting, robust indicators and solid monitoring and evaluation systems. 

We feel that moving to unconditional cash responses, where feasible and appropriate, can help to 

lower the costs of humanitarian assistance operations. We support and encourage UNHCR to 

continue to innovate to find the best way to meet the basic needs of those whose lives are affected 

by events beyond their control with responses that foster resilience and that help to protect the most 

vulnerable. 

Thank you. 


