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Thank you chair. On behalf of the EU, as a donor, et me also thank the director of the MENA bureau 

for the update.  

 

The Syria crisis is soon entering its fifth year, with no political solution in sight, and humanitarian 

needs rising further. With the humanitarian crisis also spreading further in neighbouring Iraq, both 

conflicts combined have led to an unprecedented humanitarian disaster. More than 13.5 million 

people have been forced to flee their homes and more than 17 million people are in need of urgent 

humanitarian assistance as a consequence of these protracted crises. Out of these, 7.6 million people 

are internally displaced, in Syria alone and up to 3.8 million are refugees in neighbouring countries. 

These figures come on top of more than 200 000 people killed and more than 1 million injured.  

 

Despite considerable efforts made to remind parties to the Syrian and Iraqi conflict of their 

obligations, there is still very limited humanitarian access in the two countries and the basic 

principles of international humanitarian law continue to be blatantly disregarded.  

 

The humanitarian situation continues to be a priority for the EU. We appreciate the efforts and the 

progress made by UNHCR to respond to a crisis of such magnitude, including efforts made so far as 

regards coordination, registration and winterization. We also commend UNHCR strong field 

presence. In Syria, UNHCR is the biggest recipient of humanitarian funding from the EU. Since the 

beginning of the crisis, more than €130 M from the EU humanitarian budget has been allocated to 

UNHCR, mostly supporting operations assisting the refugees in Lebanon and Jordan and helping the 

IDPs inside Syria.   

 

We commend the enormous generosity and efforts of the neighbouring countries, Lebanon, 

Jordan, Turkey, Egypt and Iraq, to provide safe haven for the refugees. However, we note with 

concern increasing restrictions at the borders in Lebanon and Jordan and encourage neighbouring 

countries to continue to respect the principle of non-refoulement based on humanitarian grounds. It 

has been until now essential to save lives. 

 

We are committed to continue to help sharing the burden of host countries and communities. On 6 

February, the European Commission put forward a 1 billion EUR package for 2015-16 to respond to 

the crises in Syria and Iraq, with the large majority dedicated to addressing the needs of the affected 

population and host communities in neighbouring countries. Given the protracted nature of the 

situation, this multi-annual package pools together resources from various EU instruments. EU 

Member states also contribute to burden sharing efforts by offering resettlement and humanitarian 

admission places for Syrians. 

 

We welcome the work undertaken by the UN, jointly with national authorities and development 

actors, to articulate the response at national and sectorial levels, in support of Syrian refugees and 



the communities hosting refugees in the region. This strategy is crucial to foster a clearly articulated, 

appropriate and cost-effective aid response in the short- and medium-term. We call for the further 

strengthening of the link between humanitarian, development and stabilization measures and for the 

development of a more comprehensive and efficient response model, allowing for comparability and 

full accountability, and providing the necessary prioritization, overcoming institutional barriers and 

reducing duplications. 

 

We need to continue to ensure better coordination and cost-efficiency of the assistance. Given the 

complexity in both Syria and Iraq, we need to come to a true 'whole of Syria' and 'whole of Iraq' 

approach. We welcome the progress achieved in setting up the UN coordination structure and 

strategic response plans for the Syrian and Iraq crises and the region, and we advocate for their full 

implementation. In Iraq, in particular, we call for the further reinforcement of coordination 

mechanisms and the establishment of a single coordination structure aimed at aligning and 

synchronising the Iraq component of the Syria 3RP for refugees and the Iraq SRP for IDPs. 

 

Given the deepening protection crisis, we call upon UNHCR to develop, in coordination with other 

stakeholders, a comprehensive regional protection strategy, for both IDPs and refugees, that would 

take into consideration a worsening situation inside Syria and Iraq, as well as shrinking protection 

space in neighbouring countries.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


