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Thank you chair. On behalf of the EU, as a donor, let me thank the Director of the 
Division of Emergency, Security and Supply for her briefing.  
 
Recent years have been witness to several new humanitarian crises with very large 
displacement component. In contexts of multiple and parallel Level 3 emergencies 
and other large-scale or protracted crisis situations, a strong presence of UNHCR is 
crucial so as to respond rapidly to emergency and protection needs and effectively 
manage population flows. 
 
Hence, we welcome UNHCR's work aiming at further strengthening and increasing 
the efficiency of the organisation's emergency services, notably through a wide 
consultative process. It is encouraging to see that many priorities identified in the 
background paper are similar to those where we would welcome further progress.  
 
The EU fully acknowledges UNHCR's humanitarian leadership notably in refugee 
response and the agency's often very good and effective relationships and advocacy 
strategies vis-à-vis authorities. With reference to the background paper and to the 
EU's partnership with UNHCR, we take the opportunity make six suggestions on 
areas where we see room for further improvement.  

First, we recommend a further strengthening of preparedness and contingency 
planning activities in view of quick and efficient response based on thorough context 
analyses. Good preparedness strategies and contingency plans lay down a solid 
basis for quick and effective response that is context driven, takes into account 
existing capacities, and integrates protection and potential for self-reliance. 

Second, we encourage a further reinforcement of UNHCR's role regarding IDPs. In 
many contexts, internally displaced population may be more vulnerable than 
refugees and UNHCR, as a protection cluster lead, is well placed to identify and 
respond to protection needs of the internally displaced populations.   

Third, we recommend increased priority to self-reliance/livelihood activities from the 
earliest phases of emergency without compromising the implementation of live-
saving services. Planning and developing from the onset self-reliance strategies that 
are context based would avoid displaced population's full dependency on 
humanitarian aid, improve their dignity and potentially reduce costs of humanitarian 
operations. 

Fourth, we encourage solid protection strategies from the outset of a refugee/IDP 
crisis. In line with the Centrality of protection in humanitarian settings, we encourage 



 

 

UNHCR to continue to mainstream the protection activities in all phases of the 
response and this in all sectors.    

Fifth, the EU suggests an effective roll-out of the agreement between UNHCR-OCHA 
on coordination in mixed settings.  

Finally, it is key for UNHCR to strengthen its presence in the field, including in high 
risk environments. Also, it is important to ensure appointments of senior experienced 
staff in key field leadership positions.  

We look forward to a regular update and exchange on UNHCR's Emergency 
Preparedness and Response.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


