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• Thank you chair. On behalf of the EU, as a donor, let me also thank the Director of the ASIA 

bureau for the excellent overview. The information provided is much appreciated. 

• The EU continued to provide support to several important UNHCR operations in Asia in 2014. 

We will illustrate this with some points on two protracted displacement situations; Myanmar 

and Afghanistan.  

• In 2014, the EU allocated approx. 10 million to UNHCR to help cover the most urgent 

humanitarian needs in Afghanistan and Pakistan. This included assistance to IDPs and 

returnees in Afghanistan, Afghan Refugees in Iran and Pakistan and Pakistan refugees in 

Afghanistan. In addition, with the help of EU funding assistance is provided to the 1.5 million 

people internally displaced in Pakistan. The EU has also allocated € 2.5 million to address the 

needs of the IDP population in Myanmar. Let me express our commitment to provide needs–

based support to the most vulnerable displaced population through UNHCR and other 

partners also in 2015.  

•  The essence of our partnership is not merely financial.  

•  UNHCR is a long standing partner of the European Union in Myanmar, particularly active in 

response to protracted humanitarian crises of displaced people in Rakhine and Kachin. In 

addition to the delivery of basic humanitarian assistance, we particularly appreciate UNHCR's 

commitment to strengthen further protection mechanisms and support for a durable 

solution in both areas. 

• The UNHCR presence is particularly welcome in Rakhine, where the humanitarian space 

remains insufficient. We encourage UNHCR to keep upholding the humanitarian principles 

and continue advocating for a full resumption of their humanitarian activities. We also 

welcome the UNHCR regional strategy for the Rohingya population and encourage its 

stronger and more visible implementation by all stakeholders.  

• The EU is gravely concerned with the increase of the number of persons taking to sea to flee 

persecution, abuse and connected absence of real livelihood opportunities.  We commend 

UNHCR for advocating with the governments of the countries concerned on how best to 

address the root causes of this trend and on measures to protect those in need in third 

countries. 

• As regards the Afghan crisis, UNHCR remains a crucial actor for assisting refugees in Iran and 

Pakistan, as well as returnees and IDPs in Afghanistan.  We appreciate the good cooperation 

the UNHCR has with the Afghan Ministry of Refugees and Repatriation as a main interlocutor 

providing technical assistance on policy making and implementation. As this is one of the 

longest protracted displacements in history, we would encourage UNHCR and the 

Governments and other partners involved to explore and update actively all available 



solutions opportunities within the Solutions Strategy of the Afghan Refugees (SSAR). It is also 

crucial to consolidate and intensify its engagement with development partners. We are 

strongly committed to maintaining close co-operation with UNHCR and the three countries 

concerned on this important question. 

• In addition to the focus on long term reintegration of returnees in Afghanistan we would 

encourage UNHCR to also strengthen its response to the acute IDP crisis. In this context, we 

would appreciate comments on how we can UNHCR strengthen implementation of its 

policies in remote areas. The situation of Pakistani refugees in Afghanistan also needs to be 

addressed and we appreciate the UNHCR engagement on this issue.  

• High levels of return of Afghan refugees from Pakistan are reported since the Peshawar 

school attack in December 2014. We commend UNHCR for their long-term engagement with 

displaced Afghans and for their work in upholding the principle of voluntary return. We 

would also like to stress the importance of maintaining asylum space for Afghan Refugees in 

Pakistan and the extension of Afghans’ Proof of Registration Cards (PoR) beyond the end of 

this year.  

• Furthermore, we call for a strong, joint-up UN coordination system that would allow for a 

coherent and effective humanitarian response to the Afghan crisis and the issue of 

displacement in North West Pakistan. 

• Thank you.  

 


