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Thank you chair. Thanks also to the Director of the Bureau for the Americas for the 
overview. Speaking on behalf of the European Union, as a donor, let me provide 
some short remarks on the UNHCR engagement in the Americas. 

First, the EU would like to welcome the Brazil Plan of Action that in a comprehensive 
way aims at further strengthening of the international protection standards on the 
American continent. We encourage UNHCR to strengthen the promotion and use of 
the Brazil Declaration and Plan of Action, in bilateral dialogues with regional and 
national counterparts as well as with the wider international community.   

We would like to welcome the progress in the Colombia peace dialogue that brings 
the country close to an end to the 50 year long conflict and its potential positive 
impact on the humanitarian situation, notably expected decrease of the number of 
displaced populations. However, some humanitarian consequences still remain or 
may even be increasing, notably those related to operations of some groups who do 
not participate in the peace process. This changing environment may pose 
challenges for humanitarian organizations as there is a need to start transition to 
development in conflict-affected areas while there is, at the same time, a risk of a 
worsening humanitarian situation. In order to support the displaced population in 
Colombia, but also those who have sought refuge in neighbouring Venezuela and 
Ecuador, the EU has provided funding to UNHCR since 2001. The amount has so far 
reached 22 MEUR.   

In Colombia context, UNHCR plays a fundamental and valuable role, mainly related 
to protection of the victims of the conflict in areas where the government cannot yet 
fully guarantee it. We also appreciate the UNHCR role in protection of and assistance 
to refugees in the neighbouring countries, notably Venezuela and Ecuador. In order 
to further strengthen the response for the internally displaced in Colombia, we would 
recommend UNHCR to strengthen their protection role notably through a fully-
fledged cluster coordinator. UNHCR should also improve the quality of its sectoral 
interventions, and rely on specialized partners. Lastly, it is important to enhance 
articulation with public national institutions and support their capacity building for the 
provision of basic services in conflict affected areas.  

In the Caribbean region, we are concerned by the situation of a large number of 
migrants with irregular status in the Dominican Republic. In this context, we support 
the joint UNHCR/government plan for the documentation and regularization process. 
As the Caribbean region is highly disaster prone, we further encourage UNHCR to 
uphold their expertise and support to partners in enhancing protection in case of 
disasters. 



 

 

Lastly, let me turn to Central America, a region affected by violence perpetrated by 
transnational organised criminal groups and other illegal armed actors that has led to 
displacement of considerable number of persons, including children and adolescents. 
International migration is often the last resort protection solution for the populations 
who are victims of the violence from non-political armed groups, particularly in 
Honduras and El Salvador. We are also concerned by the level of violence during 
transit and by often inadequate protection standards during the deportation process.   

In this context, we welcome UNHCR's evidence-based advocacy strategy. Following 
a first step focusing on identifying protection needs linked to forced displacement and 
coupled with bilateral dialogues at country and regional level, UNHCR has been 
strengthening its technical assistance role. We welcome that development. Finally, 
based on the positive example of the technical support to the child protection cluster 
in Honduras, we encourage UNHCR to strengthen the Central American country 
teams with well experienced protection staff.  

 

Thank you. 


