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Thank you chair. Speaking on behalf of the EU, as a donor, let me start by joining 
others in congratulating Mr Okoth Obbo and Türk with their appointments as 
Assistant High Commissioner. We look forward to continuing our excellent 
cooperation. Let me also thank the Acting Director of the Africa Bureau for the 
update. UNHCR continues to be a valuable partner for the EU in many different 
contexts on the African continent. 

The African continent continues to face significant displacement challenges and we 
have seen a further deterioration as compared to last year. The EU under its 
humanitarian budget is actively engaged in helping to assist and protect persons in 
need and more than 35 MEUR was provided in 2014 in support of UNHCR 
operations in the region.  

Primary responsibility to address humanitarian situations on their territory lies with 
national Governments. Also, we would like to commend the generosity, hospitality 
and the spirit of solidarity of African countries that have continued to host the influx of 
refugees, including countries such as Ethiopia, Kenya, Chad, Cameroon, Sudan  and 
Uganda. These countries have respected the principle of non-refoulement and host 
refugees, despite their often difficult economic situation.  
  
We also commend the African Union Convention for the Protection and assistance of 
Internally Displaced persons in Africa (so called Kampala convention), the first ever 
legally binding instrument on protection of internally displaced populations. We 
encourage more states to sign and ratify this important legal instrument and 
encourage those states that ratified to proceed with incorporating the convention into 
domestic law.  
  
We express concerns about the continued humanitarian and protection crisis 
stemming from the conflict in Central African Republic. We appreciate active UNHCR 
engagement and timely response in this regional context.  

  
We remain deeply concerned by the situation in South Sudan, another level-3 
emergency, where millions of persons continue to be extremely food insecure. This 
situation is further compounded by a severe protection crisis. We encourage UNHCR 
to strengthen its protection activities in accordance with the IASC-agreed centrality of 
protection approach, notably in and around the protection of Civilian areas around 
UNMISS bases. Possible relocations and returns should be done based on thorough 
protection risk analysis and with the consent of IDPs.  As regards the refugee 
caseload in South Sudan, we would like to commend UNHCR's response and quality 
of assistance, as well as ongoing efforts to improve the registration process.  



  
In Sudan, the EU contributes to UNHCR operations in the East and in Darfur. In light 
of the restrained working conditions, which undermine the accountability of the 
operation and for instance the provision of protection and technically sound services 
to South Sudanese refugees, we recommend to UNHCR to take a more vocal stand. 
The EU is willing to provide the needed support for this advocacy.  
  
The largest refugee population is hosted in the Horn of Africa, with Ethiopia 
accommodating the largest number of refugees on the continent. In Ethiopia, we 
encourage UNHCR, in cooperation with the government, to urgently identify more 
suitable sites for the refugees from South Sudan. It is also important to strengthen 
UNHCR leadership in the country in order to better respond to the continuous influx. 
  
In Sahel the situation remains extremely volatile, with in particular a very precarious 
situation around Lake Chad, with spill-over effects from the South of Libya to the 
North of Nigeria. The security situation in the North of Nigeria has triggered large 
waves of displacement including more than half a million persons seeking safety in 
Cameroon, Chad and Niger.  
  
In Cameroon, UNHCR is simultaneously active on two refugee crises, one of which is 
unfolding in the Extreme North, under very difficult security conditions. Northern 
areas are also exposed to growing internal displacement and a food and nutrition 
crisis. We encourage UNHCR to further improve coordination with other humanitarian 
actors and to strive to ensure best quality aid to the refugees through its 
implementing partners. 
  
The situation remains complex in the Great Lakes region. As a result of the on-going 
protracted conflict in Eastern DRC, around half million Congolese are refugees in 
neighbouring countries, some of them being in exile for over two decades. We would 
encourage UNHCR to continue looking into options for solutions, notably voluntary 
return in addition to resettlement.  
  
In all refugee crises affecting the African continent, we strongly encourage UNHCR 
and other partners to plan and develop from the onset of the crisis self-reliance 
strategies that are context based, so as to avoid over-dependency of refugees on 
humanitarian aid, reduce costs and improve dignity. This may often include the shift 
toward cash modalities and targeted assistance and development of joint strategies 
with for instance WFP. We recommend both UN agencies to adopt in a coordinated 
way the most appropriate assistance modalities for their food and NFI assistance. In 
addition, it is important that the refugee coordination model and the joint OCHA-
UNHCR agreement on coordination in mixed settings is rolled-out and applied 
effectively throughout the region. 
  
  
Thank you. 

 


