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Mr. Chairperson, 

• On behalf of the EU, as a donor, allow me to thank the UNHCR for the presentation and the 

paper before us. 

• We welcome and support UNHCR's increased efforts to work with partners in order to 

ensure better protection for children of concern. The challenges are immense, not only 

because almost half of the world's refuges are children, but also because protection risks for 

children are increasingly complex. UNHCR's paper offers an extensive overview of these risks, 

the consequences of violence against children and their long term impact. 

• Despite these devastating consequences, though, global humanitarian funding for children 

affected by conflict is limited. Indeed, child protection and education in emergencies are 

among the least funded humanitarian sectors, since the more immediate life-saving 

provisions of food, shelter and medicine often take priority in a context of limited resources. 

We welcome UNHCR's 2012 – 2016 Education Strategy aiming to strengthen the protection 

of children of concern, as a step forward in achieving durable solutions. We commend 

UNHCR for its intensive work so far and strongly support its further actions to cooperate with 

States in all areas identified in the paper, in particular ensuring access to nationality, 

protection in mixed migratory flows and education. 

• Despite child protection and education being among the least funded humanitarian sectors 

EU dedicates 12 % of its humanitarian aid budget to child-focused relief organisations, which 

is much more than the global average. In 2013, DG ECHO allocated 158 M EUR to 

organisations focusing on children.   

• EU has also strengthened its commitment to ensure that the specific needs of girls and boys 

are taken into consideration in mainstream operations during emergencies by introducing a 

gender-age marker in January 2014. The marker assess how strongly all EU funded 

humanitarian aid projects integrates gender and age, which also include the specific needs 

and vulnerabilities of boys and girls.    

Mr. Chairperson, 

• We fully agree with UNHCR that education in certain contexts can be life saving, offers 

protection and transforms communities. 

• In 2012, the EU received the Nobel Peace Prize and decided to dedicate the prize money to 

education projects assisting children in conflict situations, under the EU Children of Peace 

Initiative. The EU doubled the Nobel Prize money to EUR 2 million and financed four projects 

benefitting 28 000 children: in Iraq with ACTED, in Pakistan with UNICEF, in Colombia and 

Ecuador with UNHCR and in Ethiopia and the Democratic Republic of Congo with Save the 

Children and the Norwegian Refugee Council. Through these projects, children benefited 

from rebuilding or improving schools and child-friendly spaces, and providing school material 

and uniforms to facilitate children’s return to the classroom, as well as providing psycho-
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social support to help them cope with the traumas they had suffered. This kept more boys 

and girls in education, saved them from recruitment as child soldiers and taught them about 

their rights 

• EU Children of Peace continues. The EU increased the available funds to €4 million for 2013. 

More than 80 000 children affected by war are benefiting from this second round of the EU 

Children of Peace initiative. Humanitarian projects will be carried out by nine humanitarian 

organizations which will help girls and boys in South Sudan, the Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Chad, the Central African Republic, Somalia, Afghanistan, Iraq, Myanmar, Colombia 

and Ecuador. In 2014, an additional 6.5 M EUR in projects will be awarded and the 

Commission is grateful for the Luxemburg contribution of 500 000 EUR to this initiative. 

Mr Chairperson, 

• Education needs a long-term perspective, which humanitarian aid often is not able to give. 

On one hand, this means that the role of national governments – as the primary duty bearers 

for education – must be encouraged. On the other hand, humanitarian and development 

actors need to increase coordination from the very beginning of a crisis to ensure that 

children do not suffer from not having access to education due to a lack of continuity 

between short-term emergency and longer-term development assistance. 

• Only last week the EU announced new funding of 375 million Eur to support education in 

developing countries over the next seven years, through the Global Partnership for 

Education. We shall remain deeply committed in this regard. We fully support an ExCom 

conclusion on international protection that has a strong education focus, complementing the 

skills development focus, as both are fundamental for durable solutions. 


