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Mr. Chairperson, 
 
1. I have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the European Union and its 
Member States. Allow me, at the outset, to thank UNHCR for the update on 
resettlement activities.  
 
2. We appreciate UNHCR's renewed focus on solutions, working to secure durable 
solutions for refugees, facilitating their voluntary repatriation, local integration or 
resettlement. We welcome, in this regard, the setting up of the Solutions Steering 
Group within UNHCR and look forward to hear more on its work. "Also, the new 
Solutions Alliance initiative, co-chaired between UNHCR, UNDP, Denmark, 
Columbia and International Rescue Committee, is another meaningful resource 
addressing protracted displacement, supporting host communities and engaging 
development actors." 
  
 
Mr. Chairperson,  
 
3. In the context of solutions, resettlement remains a strategic tool. We welcome the 
positive developments reported by UNHCR in its progress report, in particular the 
increase in the number of submissions, as well as the achievement of the 10% 
threshold  for women and girls at risk. 
 
4. Resettlement forms a core part of the external dimension of EU asylum policy and 
demonstrates solidarity with third countries. The European Union sets common 
priorities and provides financial incentives for resettlement by its Member States. The 
European Union and its Member States collaborate practically through structures such 
as the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) and the European Resettlement 
Network. The European Union and its Member States participate actively in the 
Annual Tripartite Consultations on Resettlement, in contact groups for individual 
priority situations, like the Syria core group on resettlement chaired by Sweden. In 
addition, the European Union holds yearly EU resettlement fora. 
 
Mr. Chairperson, 
  
5. In 2013, there were 4,840 UNHCR-assisted resettlement departures to 9 EU 
countries, not including the resettlement and humanitarian admission places offered in 
response to the Syrian crisis.  
 
6. We continue to work towards increased resettlement as a long-term solution that 
contributes to preventing and addressing protracted refugee situations and to reducing 
the risk of persons embarking on dangerous journeys to obtain access to protection. 
To that effect, strategic resettlement from geographical priority areas and for 
specifically vulnerable groups will continue to be encouraged also through the new 
Union Resettlement Programme established this year and will be supported by EU 
funding available under the Asylum and Migration Fund. A maximum of € 280 
million is earmarked for individual resettlement, (unless in justified exceptional cases) 
a minimum of € 0,5 billion for asylum-related activities, including national 
resettlement programmes, and a maximum of € 80 million for EU resettlement and 
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other activities.   The common Union resettlement priorities include: Regional 
Protection Programme in Eastern Europe (Belarus, Republic of Moldova, Ukraine); 
Regional Protection Programme in the Horn of Africa (Djibouti, Kenya, Yemen); 
Regional Protection Programme in North Africa (Egypt, Libya, Tunisia); Refugees in 
the region of Eastern Africa/Great Lakes; Iraqi refugees in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan; 
Iraqi refugees in Turkey; and Syrian refugees in the region. Specifically encouraged is 
also the resettlement of vulnerable groups of persons including women and children at 
risk; unaccompanied minors; persons having medical needs that can be addressed only 
through resettlement; and persons in need of emergency resettlement or urgent 
resettlement for legal or physical protection needs, including victims of violence or 
torture.  
 
Mr. Chairperson. 
 
7. With regard to the Syrian refugees, we welcome UNHCR's initiative to call for a 
High Level Meeting on the resettlement and other forms of admission for Syrian 
refugees, which took place last week. The conflict in Syria has entered into its third 
year, resulting in one of the worst humanitarian crises in our times with millions of 
people in need of assistance, both internally displaced persons, and close to 3 million 
Syrian refugees hosted in neighboring countries.  Faced with the magnitude of this 
crisis, it is our duty to continue the necessary humanitarian assistance and to show 
solidarity with the countries and communities hosting refugees. 
 
8. In view of the growing protection needs in Syria and in the region, the High 
Commissioner called on the international community to provide resettlement and 
humanitarian admission to 10.000 Syrian refugees by the end of 2014. The gravity of 
the situation prompted the High Commissioner to make an additional call for 100.000 
places for the next two years. 
 
9. To date, 13 EU Member States have offered resettlement and humanitarian 
admission places, totalling over 29,000 persons. It is the highest ever number of 
pledges in the history of EU resettlement efforts. Only two weeks ago, Germany 
pledged a second tranche of additional 10.000 humanitarian admission places. More 
EU Member States will surely follow. 
 
Mr. Chairperson, 
 
10. 71,400 refugees were offered a resettlement opportunity last year. The provision 
of resettlement places for these persons who lived sometimes decades in protracted 
situations is a tangible expression of responsibility-sharing by resettlement States. It is 
however not enough. Despite the increase in the number of resettlement States and in 
departures, the numbers of places available cannot respond to the needs of refugees in 
need of resettlement. The EU and its Member States will continue to work closely 
with UNHCR in order to offer further resettlement opportunities for refugees.  
 

 


