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Mr. Chairperson, 
 
1. I have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the European Union and its 
Member States. Allow me, at the outset, to thank UNHCR for their presentation and 
for the note on international protection. 
 
2. On the 20th of June, World Refugee Day, the UNHCR has published a dramatic 
2013 Global Trends Report. More than 51 million people have been forcibly 
displaced: 16.7 million of them are refugees, 33.3 million are internally displaced 
within their own countries and 1.2 million are seeking asylum.  

3. The world is facing simultaneous large scale crises, resulting in an increasing 
number of refugees and displaced people around the world. First among them is Syria 
which has, in the last three years, forced nearly ten million people to become refugees 
in neighbouring countries or to flee and seek shelter within the country. Syria – so 
recently a middle-income nation – it may soon surpass Afghanistan as the world's 
largest refugee-producing country. In South Sudan, 1.3 million people have been 
displaced or have sought refuge outside of the country by the ongoing conflict. The 
Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Iraq and Mali are other 
examples of countries where people are forced to leave their homes every day. 

4. The multiplication of humanitarian crises is becoming absolutely unsustainable for 
the international system. We commend UNHCR for its robust engagement in the 
humanitarian response to these complex emergencies. Statistics, as mentioned above, 
can only illustrate the scale of humanitarian need underlying the work of international 
refugee protection and offer us an opportunity to reflect seriously on the way forward. 
At this critical juncture, it is important that States commit themselves to establishing 
efficient asylum systems which identify responsibly who is a refugee and who needs 
protection, while fully respecting their international commitments. 

 
Mr. Chairperson, 
 
5. Since the meeting of the Standing Committee in June 2013 the world has continued 
to be faced with significant protection challenges: in the European Union alone 
asylum applications increased by 30% in 2013 compared with the year before. The 
Syrian crisis has meant that there are very large numbers of people in need of 
protection in the EU's immediate neighborhood. The Lampedusa tragedy of October 
2013, where over 300 people died, showed how desperately persons are seeking 
access to protection in Europe. We welcome the High Commissoner's choice of topic 
for this year's Dialogue on Protection Challenges - protection at sea – and will be 
actively participating in the discussions. 
 
Mr. Chairperson, 
 
6. The European Union and its Member States are particularly committed to having a 
solid and efficient asylum system within the European Union, whilst actively open  to 
further developing a cooperative approach in our external  asylum policy based on 
solidarity and shared responsibility. 
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7. As regards the situation internally, in line with the European Union’s continued 
commitment to high standards of protection, let me recall that last year was a major 
milestone in terms of the Common European Asylum System: the European Union 
adopted the second generation of laws intended to improve the reception conditions 
for asylum seekers and to improve the asylum procedures in European Union Member 
States. We are now focusing on its coherent implementation in all European Union 
Member States. By this time next year, the Common European Asylum System 
should be almost fully implemented. 

 
8. Furthermore, building on the principles of responsibility sharing and providing 
effective protection to those in need, the European Union and its Member States have 
mobilised, under the aegis of the European Commission and with the assistance of the 
European Asylum Support Office, important technical and financial assistance to 
support the Member States under particular pressure. Together with the commitment 
of the Member States concerned, this has led to tackling many of the challenges in 
terms of ensuring sufficient reception capacities and high quality  reception conditions 
and asylum procedures. In addition, the new framework for early warning and crisis 
management is intended to increase the European Union’s responsiveness in this 
regard: it constitutes a preventive framework for ensuring that possible deficiencies, 
where they exist, are addressed at an early stage and for steering financial means in a 
strategic manner. 

 
9. As regards access to protection, let me recall that the applicable European Union 
legislation guarantees the respect of the principle of non-refoulement and the right to 
effective access to asylum procedure, including the right to enter in accordance with 
the conditions provided for by the legislation in force. As regards specifically 
Frontex-coordinated sea operations, in May this year a regulation was adopted 
establishing new rules on interception, search and rescue and disembarkation during 
such operations. The aim of this regulation is to ensure the efficient functioning of 
such operations, including as regards rescue at sea, while at the same providing 
fundamental rights guarantees. In addition, last year has already demonstrated a 
movement towards a more strategic and stepped up engagement of the European 
Union and its Member States in the field of resettlement and humanitarian admission 
to allow access to protection from abroad to the most vulnerable refugees. 

 
10. The European Union and its Member States welcome the UNHCR’s 
recommendation for the cessation of refugee status of refugees displaced from Croatia 
by the 1991-1995 conflicts. The EU takes note of the UNHCR recommended timeline 
for implementation, end-2014 with a possible postponement until the end of 2017. As 
regards its practical implementation, we welcome UNHCR’s readiness to provide 
technical advice to all concerned States.  
 
11 The European Union will continue to support, including through financial 
assistance, policies and programmes aimed at improving the difficult situation of the 
displaced persons across the region, notably throughout the Regional Housing 
Programme of the Sarajevo process on refugees. We expect from all the signatories of 
the Belgrade November 2011 Declaration to continue implementing the commitments 
made towards the closing the chapter of the protracted displacement in the region. In 
this context we are particularly pleased that the Regional Housing Programme has 
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entered into its implementation phase. The building of first sub-project has started in 
Croatia and we hope other countries would follow soon. We further call on UNHCR 
to remain involved in the process through its role in beneficiaries selection ensuring 
that the most vulnerable ones find adequate housing solutions. 

 
12. To move towards comprehensive solutions in the spirit of world-wide solidarity, 
the European Union also supports actions to support functioning protection systems in 
line with international standards, access to self-reliance for refugees, and coordinated 
actions against smuggling, including through information campaigns, worldwide. To 
this effect the European Union and its Member States thank UNHCR, as well as our 
partners in North Africa, the Middle East, Eastern Europe, and the Horn of Africa, 
with whom we are in close contact, including in the framework of Regional Protection 
Programmes. 

 
13. Finally, you will be aware that the European Council last week adopted guidelines 
for the European Union under the next legislative period in the area of home affairs 
and justice. On this basis the new European Commission will set up its work 
programme based on world-wide solidarity and high protection standards for those in 
need. 

 


