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EU intervention on MENA region 

 

• Thank you chair. On behalf of the EU, as a donor, let me also thank the director of the MENA 

bureau for the update. With number of registered refugees surpassing 2.5 million, the 

humanitarian situation in and around Syria continues to be a priority for the EU. We 

appreciate the efforts and the progress made by UNHCR to respond to a crisis of such 

magnitude, including efforts made so far as regards coordination, registration, winterization. 

We also commend UNHCR strong field presence. In Syria, UNHCR is biggest recipient of 

humanitarian funding from DG ECHO. Since the beginning of the crisis, more than €100 M 

from the EU humanitarian budget has been allocated to UNHCR.   

 

• We are committed to continue to help share the burden of host countries and communities. 

In Kuwait this January, the European Commission and Member States collectively pledged 

€550 M. This brings the total EU contribution to the Syria crisis to more than 2.6 billion Euros. 

However, we need to ensure better cost-efficiency of the assistance. Therefore, we 

encourage UNHCR (i) further improve the overall inter-agency coordination, (ii) sustain their 

work on joint needs–assessments and targeted assistance, (iii) continue to move from in-kind 

distribution to unconditional cash transfers, (iv) further focus on urban refugees with the 

elaboration of urban strategies jointly with the host countries and in particular with Iraq, 

Turkey and Egypt.  

 

• We also promote a comprehensive approach to helping countries hosting refugees 

combining macroeconomic support, development assistance and humanitarian aid. The 

Comprehensive Regional Strategy (CRS) that is supposed to be presented in May 2014 should 

provide a common integrated response framework, establishing the institutional buy-in from 

each of the parties to the CRS (national governments, WB, UN, donors). It should also 

provide a common strategic umbrella to existing strategies and inform on mid-year review of 

SHARP6 and RPP6. We encourage UNHCR to further support the elaboration and the 

implementation of the Comprehensive Regional Strategy (CRS). As mentioned already, we 

also encourage better interagency coordination and leadership (with increased involvement 

of INGOs) for better needs assessment, gap analysis, strategic planning and budget 

allocation.  
 

 

• The EU has made a resolute commitment to continue to focus on children, and to 

consistently advocate for the universal right of education for all children, for their protection 

and well-being. We fully support the initiative Champion the Children of Syria – No Lost 

Generation, created with UNICEF, UNHCR, Save the Children and World Vision. The EU is 

supporting humanitarian activities related to child protection and prevention of gender 

based violence Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey and Iraq. Furthermore, the EU as the recipient 

of the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize, decided to dedicate the award to humanitarian projects 

assisting conflict-affected children through education. A number of projects have been 

implemented to support education for children on Syria in this regard.  

 

• We express our gratitude to the neighbouring countries Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Egypt and 

Iraq for hosting Syrian refugees. As highlighted in the EU and MS statement on Europe that 

was delivered this morning, the EU will also contribute to the burden sharing efforts by 



offering resettlement and humanitarian admission places for Syrians in 2014. The EU 

Member States have pledged approximately 15000 resettlement and humanitarian 

admission places for Syrians, thereby substantially contributing to reaching the 30000 places 

target asked for by UNHCR. 

 

• Despite considerable efforts made to remind parties to the Syrian conflict of their 

obligations, there is no meaningful humanitarian access in Syria and the basic principles of 

international humanitarian law are blatantly disregarded. We welcome the consensus 

reached in the hope that in the Security Council on a resolution on humanitarian access in 

Syria and call on all parties to ensure its full and immediate implementation. The EU will 

continue to stay engaged in the High Level Group on Syria, convened by the USG Amos, with 

a view to unlock some of the options to deliver humanitarian assistance. 

 

 

• In the intervention, we did not touch upon the complex situations in other parts of MENA 

region, such as Yemen, but let us assure you that we will continue to support the UNHCR 

operations in these situations as well. 

 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


