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EU intervention on ASIA 

 

• Thank you chair. On behalf of the EU, as a donor, let me also thank the Director of the ASIA 

bureau for the overview. The information provided is much appreciated. 

• The EU supported several UNHCR operations in Asia in 2013. With regards to the Afghan 

crisis, overall € 7.75 million was allocated. The EU has also allocated € 2.5 million to address 

the needs of the IDP population in Myanmar. Let me express our commitment to provide 

needs–based support to the most vulnerable displaced population through UNHCR and other 

partners also in 2014.  

•  UNHCR is a long standing partner of the Commission in Myanmar, particularly active in 

response to protracted humanitarian crises of displaced people in Rakhine and Kachin. In 

addition to the delivery of basic humanitarian assistance, the Commission particularly 

appreciates the UNHCR commitment to strengthen further protection mechanisms and 

support for a durable solution in both areas. 

• The UNHCR presence is particularly welcome in Rakhine, where the humanitarian space is 

shrinking due to restrictions imposed by authorities and apparent growing hostility against 

international aid organizations. We encourage UNHCR to keep upholding the humanitarian 

principles and contribute to raising awareness of local communities about the work done by 

humanitarian organizations. 

• As regards the Afghan crisis, UNHCR remains a crucial actor for assisting refugees in Iran and 

Pakistan, as well as returnees and IDPs in Afghanistan. We appreciate the good cooperation 

the UNHCR has with the Afghan Ministry of Refugees and Repatriation as a main interlocutor 

providing technical assistance on policy making and implementation. 

• We would appreciate comments on how can UNHCR strengthen implementation of its 

policies in remote areas. In addition to focus on long term reintegration of returnees in 

Afghanistan we would encourage UNHCR to also strengthen its response to the acute IDP 

crisis, entailing an urgent humanitarian response.  

• Considering the protracted nature of the refugee crisis in Iran and Pakistan, ECHO would like 

to invite UNHCR to engage more with development donors. This is especially the case for 

Afghan refugees in Iran, in view of the persistent lack of donor funding in the country. 

• We would like to stress the importance of maintaining asylum space for Afghan Refugees in 

Pakistan and we commend the Government of Pakistan for extending of Afghans’ Proof of 

Registration Cards (PoR) until December 2015. However, confronted with one of the longest 

protracted displacements in history and with the 3rd anniversary of the Solutions Strategy of 

the Afghan Refugees (SSAR), we would encourage UNHCR to explore more actively all 

available solutions opportunities.   

• When it comes to the IDP response as a result of insecurity in FATA and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

regions, we would encourage closer link between the HCT and the UNHCR led Humanitarian 



Regional Team (HRT) in Peshawar. UNHCR should ensure inclusiveness of relevant 

stakeholders (clusters, key INGOs, donors) in strategic decision-making.  

• Thank you.  


