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Thank you chair. Thanks also to the Director of the Bureau for Americas for the overview. Speaking 

on behalf of the European Union, as a donor, let me provide some short remarks on the situation in 

Colombia. 

Despite encouraging progress in the peace talks, civilians in Colombia continue to be affected by the 

humanitarian consequences of a decades–long internal armed conflict: forced recruitment, sexual 

violence, disappearances, restriction of movement, lack of access to goods and services, forced 

displacement. In addressing the protracted humanitarian situation, the EU has been focusing in 

helping displaced people, rural victims of the conflict and refugees with special attention to the most 

vulnerable.  

UNHCR remains an important and key partner for the Commission with regard to humanitarian 

actions related to the armed conflict, implementing projects in Colombia but also in Ecuador and 

Venezuela where it assists people fleeing the conflict. 1.6 Million euros have been allocated to 

UNHCR in 2013 in Colombia and another 1.65 to Ecuador and Venezuela to address the crisis. 

The EU welcomes the fact that, in addition to the provision of basic humanitarian assistance, UNHCR 

provides protection in all three countries, including assisting with the registration of refugees and 

asylum seekers. 

As a winner of the Nobel Prize in 2012, the EU decided to support children affected by conflict in 

many countries of the world. A total of 1750 conflict-affected children in Colombia and 3200 children 

living as refugees in Ecuador are benefiting from this ‘Children of Peace initiative’. We support 

education, providing school uniforms, as well as protected spaces for extracurricular activities in 

order to prevent illegal recruitment by armed groups. In this regard, we would like to acknowledge a 

very well-functioning partnership between the Commission and UNHCR in the implementation of 

activities. 

In order to ensure coherence in UNHCR's actions in different countries, and also in different regions 

of the same country, we encourage better communication between offices in the region, including 

sharing of best practices.  

 

 


