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UNHCR Pledging Conference 2014 – Geneva, 10 Decembe r 2013 

 

Statement by the Delegation of the European Union 

 

Thank you, Chair. We also thank the High Commissioner and the 

Director for External Relations for their opening remarks. 

 

1. The EU Delegation would like to provide some indications of our 

humanitarian and international protection support for the year ahead, 

funded under the EU budget managed by the European Commission. 

From January to October 2013, the EU contributed more than €135 

million to UNHCR and was thereby its third largest donor. Due to our 

financial rules, we cannot provide a firm pledge for 2014, but the 

European Union is grateful for the opportunity to outline key operational 

priorities for humanitarian aid and international protection in the next 

year. 

 

2. For humanitarian aid and disaster preparedness, our initial general 

budget for 2014 is €896 million, an increase of €40 million as compared 

to the initial 2013 budget. We hope to be able to reach those in need, 

through our partners, in 80 countries around the world. As in previous 

years, Africa will be the region in which the bulk of the budget will be 

planned (46%) given the consequences of natural disasters and 

recurrent complex emergencies in the region. Crisis in Sudan, South 

Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Somalia, Chad, Mali, the 

Central African Republic, Kenya, Ethiopia and the Sahel will be in the 

centre of our response to the must urgent needs of people on this 

continent. Important contributions will be made in response to the needs 
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in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Yemen, Palestine, Burma/Myanmar, Haiti and 

Colombia, among others. 

 

3. We have contributed substantially this year to the Regional Refugee 

Response Plan and the Syria Humanitarian Assistance Response Plan. 

We shall continue to help the people of Syria in the year ahead, but also 

beyond. The response to the Syria crisis will be our single biggest 

funding allocation for 2014, with an initial financial provision of €100 

million. 

 

4. A significant 15% of the EU humanitarian budget managed by the 

European Commission will be spent on so-called 'forgotten' crises. As we 

have done constantly in previous years, we shall continue to ensure 

adequate international attention to crises which are forgotten or are in 

risk of falling into oblivion. Commissioner Georgieva is among those who  

have drawn attention to the crisis in the Central African Republic, where 

the whole population is potentially affected by the events since March. 

We have mobilised financial support for this country and will continue to 

do so in 2014.  

 

Chairperson,  

 

5. For 2014, the UNHCR Global Appeal indicates needs of USD5.3 

billion. One of our policy priorities is centered on improving aid 

effectiveness. In the face of growing humanitarian needs, we will 

continue to make the case for sufficient and dedicated funding. But we 

shall also ask our partners to make efficient use of these resources, to 

better their impact in order to make sure that EU assistance is delivered 

in the most effective way possible. Given that effective humanitarian 
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coordination is essential, ECHO’s Implementation Plans for 2014 include 

a specific reference to partners' engagement in implementing the 

Transformative Agenda’s objectives.  

 

6. As regards international protection, through the tool of Regional 

Protection Programmes the EU will continue to seek to improve asylum 

and reception capacity in partner countries in a number of regions, 

including in North Africa and the Middle East.  

 

7. As one of our most valued partners, UNHCR is very well placed to 

understand our thinking and we are looking forward to our work together 

in 2014. The overall level of our funding for UNHCR next year will be the 

sum of all funding decisions based on detailed assessments of needs. 

We look forward to a continued close cooperation with UNHCR on the 

response to humanitarian needs of refugees and IDPs and the promotion 

of durable solutions, and effective protection, for affected populations.  

 

 

 

 


