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Thank you Madam Chairperson, 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States, 

 

We want to thank the High Commissioner for his opening remarks, reminding us of 

the plight of the millions of displaced persons worldwide who have been forced to 

flee their homes.  

 

Since our Executive Committee session last year, well over one million people have 

fled their countries to escape war, violence and persecution. While the international 

community is focused on the consequences of the conflict in the Syrian Arab 

Republic, where 2.1 million refugees have sought protection in neighbouring 

countries, we must not overlook the plight of millions of other refugees and internally 

displaced. Conflicts such as those in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the 

Central African Republic, Mali, Somalia, South Sudan and Sudan have also forced 

refugees into neighbouring countries. Our meeting today is an opportunity to speak of 

these people's courage, resilience and faith in the face of extraordinary hardships. It is 
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also an opportunity to express gratitude to the UNHCR for their response and their 

commitment in helping those displaced put together the pieces of their shattered lives.  

 

For three years in a row, UNHCR has had to respond to large scale emergencies, 

which stretched the capacity of the organisation to the limit. An effective emergency 

response mechanism was essential for a timely and effective response to these crises; 

therefore we strongly support UNHCR's continued work to strengthen its capacity in 

this regard. Preparedness and contingency planning are essential in ensuring quality 

humanitarian action in protecting and assisting refugees and other displaced people. 

We see often mixed situations where people of concern are equally in need of 

humanitarian protection and assistance. The humanitarian imperative of saving and 

preserving their lives urges the humanitarian community to enhance the cooperation 

amongst different humanitarian actors, so that the collective response is more than the 

sum of individual actions. Strategic partnerships with other humanitarian actors, UN 

agencies, other international and non-governmental organizations, will impact and 

make a real difference to peoples’ lives, only if these are not hampered by a limitative 

reading of the mandates. In this regard and given the current challenges in the 

humanitarian response, the UNHCR must continue working within the framework of 

the Inter-Agency Standing Committee, under the guidance of the Emergency Relief 

Coordinator, in order to strengthen the implementation of the Transformative Agenda 

and increase the effectiveness of the humanitarian response across the UN system.  

We believe this serves the mandate of the UNHCR, just as it serves the effective 

delivery of assistance provided by the humanitarian system as a whole. 

 

UNHCR continued to manage complex protracted refugee situations and remained 

focused on securing durable solutions. Notwithstanding such efforts, the number of 

refugees increased and the availability of durable solutions remained limited. The EU 

encourages UNHCR to continue to seek strategic solutions and international support 
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for unlocking protracted situations. UNHCR's efforts to draw international attention 

and gather support for solutions strategies for Afghan or Somali refugees are to be 

commended.  

 

We also want to commend UNHCR's role in helping the Governments of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia, together with the new EU Member Croatia, 

take a historic step forward towards the closure of the refugee chapter in the Western 

Balkans as well as in assisting them in the implementation of their jointly agreed 

commitments. The EU and its MS, as well as other international partners, continue to 

extensively support the governments in the region, notably throughout the Regional 

Housing Programme, in dealing with difficult issues related to refugees and 

displacement.  

 

Madam Chairperson, 

 

Durable solutions for refugees and other displaced persons must receive attention 

under development strategies, as displacement poses not only humanitarian but also 

development challenges. In a context of limited resources and increasing number of 

crises, there is no alternative but for humanitarian and development actors to work 

more and better together and use their creative synergies to come forward with 

solutions. 

 

It is important to recognise that although refugees and other displaced persons can 

present significant challenges for host countries, when empowered, refugees can also 

make contributions to host communities and local and national economies. We 

therefore encourage UNHCR to continue advocating for the inclusion of refugee 

situations in development planning, to promote an inclusive approach where refugee 
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communities together with host communities are targeted through development 

initiatives.  

 

 

Madam Chairperson, 

 

The EU this year made a big step towards the reinforcement of its international 

protection regime; in June this year the EU has completed the legislative framework 

for a Common European Asylum System based on high standards of protection for 

people seeking shelter in the EU. The EU and its MS are now committed to its 

effective implementation. We are driven by the conviction that asylum is a 

fundamental right and we aim to ensure that hundred of thousands of asylum seekers 

in the EU are treated in an equally effective and fair system.  

 

We continue to assist regions of destination close to countries of origin and transit 

countries to become robust providers of protection in line with international 

standards, including in the Horn of Africa and North Africa and soon in the Middle 

East, through EU funded Regional Protection Programmes. These Programmes are 

developed in close collaboration with the UNHCR and in partnership with the 

countries of origin, transit and first asylum, which receive a far greater percentage of 

the world’s refugees than the EU. We focus on practical actions, aimed at improving 

protection in the host country, building local capacity and training on protection 

issues for those working with refugees, supporting local communities hosting 

refugees. 

 

 

With the establishment of a Joint EU Resettlement Programme for 2013, the EU 

reaffirmed the importance attached to resettlement in view of providing durable 
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solutions to refugees worldwide and showing solidarity with the countries hosting 

refugees. We aim to finalise negotiations on a new Union Resettlement Programme 

for 2014 and beyond providing an increased financial incentive for our member 

States to resettle and allowing EU-level priorities to be set at regular intervals. The 

key objective is to see increased resettlement to the EU - to have more resettlement 

places offered by more EU Member States on a voluntary basis and possibly to 

extend the Programme to other more temporary forms of protection. 

 

Madam Chairperson, 

 

Globally, the refugee population is rising, with numbers not seen since the early 

1990’s. Internal displacement is also increasing and is at a record high. Each year we 

are confronted with highest figures on record. We must all work together to break this 

cycle of terrible milestones. The EU and its MS are ready to do their part. 

 

 


