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STANDING COMMITTEE 

58th Session 

(17-18 September 2013) 

Agenda item 5 - " Update on Coordination Issues: Strategic Partnerships" 

Thank you, Madam Chairperson, 

Thank you, Director Endres for your presentation, 

On behalf of the European Union, from a donor perspective, we take the opportunity to express our 

appreciation for UNHCR's mandated lead role for the provision of international protection to 

refugees, as well as our appreciation for UNHCR's response to acute and protracted situations of 

forced displacement in many complex settings around the world.     

We reiterate our humanitarian concern for the ever-increasing numbers of forcibly displaced 

persons. The international humanitarian system must adapt so as to be better able to respond timely 

and adequately to their needs. However, given the rapid and often unanticipated impact of crises 

across borders, as we have seen recently in the Great Lakes region, South Sudan, Mali and Syria, 

enhanced coordination amongst actors responding to human distress should be further improved 

with the aim of ameliorating the overall effectiveness and the efficiency of humanitarian action. 

As such we will continue to endorse the humanitarian reform agenda embarked upon since 2005 

and continue to strongly support the implementation of the IASC Transformative Agenda.  

In this regard we appreciate the engagement of UNHCR in the Transformative Agenda and 

commend UNHCR for its key role in the protection, CCCM and shelter clusters both globally and at 

the country level. We also appreciate UNHCR's commitment to the strengthening of humanitarian 

leadership and coordination in IDP situations. 

We are also very much encouraged by the examples given of enhanced partnership and coordination 

with other actors in situations concerning refugees, particularly the recent engagement with NGOs 

and IFRC through the UNHCR-NGO Structured Dialogue. NGOs are key actors and first line 
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responders in humanitarian action; their full involvement is essential for an effective and successful 

response. 

For the collective humanitarian system to attain its maximum potential, we encourage UNHCR to 

continue to identify and nominate top candidates - particularly women - to the HC pool and create 

incentives for senior staff to take up HC positions. 

Additionally, we urge UNHCR to completely take up its role in the Humanitarian Country Teams in 

order to advance collective strategic responses that prioritise the risks to affected populations. We 

strongly encourage UNHCR to embrace the culture of coordinated needs assessments promoted by 

the IASC in all situations, engage fully in inter-cluster/sector coordination, and accommodate dual 

reporting in order to foster accountability and empower HCs. 

Referring to observations of a number of, recent and ongoing, emergencies and humanitarian crises, 

we are not convinced that the current situation of dividing the coordination of refugee and non-

refugee response is the most optimal set-up for ensuring the most effective humanitarian relief. 

Indeed, the multilateral humanitarian system can gain in effectiveness and efficiency by expanding 

the humanitarian reform and ITA mechanisms also to situations concerning refugees. In this regard 

we call upon UNHCR to actively explore different possibilities for an effective interface between 

the coordination of refugee situations and the overall humanitarian response under the leadership of 

the Humanitarian Coordinator. 

Thank You. 

 


