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Statement of the EU and its Member States on agenda point 3iv  

"Overview of operational strategies in Europe" 

 

Thank you Madam Chairperson.  

 

I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Croatia
*
, Turkey

§
, the former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
*
, Montenegro

*
, Iceland

‡
, Serbia

*
, Albania

*
, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina
*
 and the Republic of Moldova. 

We thank the Director of the Europe Bureau for the overview on UNHCR's operational priorities in 

Europe.  

 

Every year in March we take a closer look at the asylum-related developments in the European 

Union. We want to take this opportunity to underline the importance of asylum and international 

protection for the EU and its Member States. We made a commitment to establish a protection 

space in the EU, with the aim to ensure a fair and effective asylum system. That is why we have 

been working for a decade now towards a Common European Asylum System in the European 

Union.  

 

We have set 2012 as a target for this goal, but talks still continue on specific pieces of legislation 

that would make this objective a reality. We have made an important step towards achieving this 

                                                            
* Acceding Country Croatia and the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as 

potential candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
§
 Candidate Country  
‡
 Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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commitment by having almost completed the adoption of the package of legislative instruments 

establishing the second phase of the Common European Asylum System:  during 2012, political 

agreement was reached on the revised Reception Conditions Directive and the revised Dublin 

Regulation, and final negotiations are close to being completed on the revised Asylum Procedures 

Directive as well as the revised Eurodac regulation. Discussions within the EU to set up an Asylum 

and Migration Fund, for the period 2014 – 2020 are nearing conclusion. This new funding 

mechanism, that will replace the existing funds, will also facilitate the strengthening of asylum 

policies and international protection outside the EU. Once the new Common European Asylum 

System is in place, we will concentrate our efforts on its effective implementation.  

Let us be clear that we are not talking about marginal improvements, but a substantial shift towards 

more effective asylum systems in the European Union. This is not an easy task and no region in the 

world has ever embarked on something even remotely similar. We are aware that the timing of the 

EU Common Asylum System coincides with multiple refugee crises, with ever more challenging 

mixed migration flows, rapidly evolving political transitions related to the Arab Spring and last, but 

not least,  severe economic hardships which have not spared Europe. However, we remain 

committed to work continuously for more effective asylum systems, but also for further assistance 

for the refugees, asylum seekers and other particularly vulnerable persons of concern. 

 

Madam Chairperson,  

 

In a genuine spirit of international solidarity, we continue to focus on durable solutions for refugees 

in Europe. The EU's commitment and partnerships towards the resolution for the long-lasting 

refugee and displacement chapter in the Balkans, serves as example. We are fully committed to 

bring to an end the protracted refugee situation in the Western Balkans in the framework of the 

Sarajevo Process. This process, which aims at finding durable solutions for the displaced persons 

from the 1991-1995 conflicts on the territory of the former Yugoslavia, has led to major 

achievements. The November 2011 Belgrade Declaration and the April 2012 Sarajevo donors' 

conference have clearly set the way forward towards a final settlement of the refugee issue in the 

Western Balkans. Through a common effort of the EU and its Member States - and with the support 

of other international stakeholders (UNHCR, OSCE, US, Council of Europe Development Bank) - 

extensive financial support was pledged to the Regional Housing Programme prepared by the four 
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countries concerned. This Programme started to be implemented as of January 2013, with the "first 

wave" of project proposals. Some 74,000 refugees and displaced persons can look forward to 

permanent solutions to their housing needs. 

 

When talking about durable solutions in Europe, we also look at resettlement. Some EU Member 

States have long standing traditions of resettling refuges, others are only beginning. Last year we set 

up a Joint EU Resettlement Programme. For the first time, the Member States agreed on a list of 

specific common EU resettlement priorities. In 2013, we aim to finalise negotiations on a new 

European Union Resettlement Programme for 2014 and beyond. Based on voluntary participation 

by EU Member States, it will remain our objective to increase both the number of participating EU 

Member States and the number of resettlement places offered to those in need. 

 

Madam Chairperson, 

We commend UNHCR for vigorously pursuing its strategic objective to help States build effective 

asylum systems and enhance national protection capacities. In this regard, we work closely with 

UNHCR both within the European Union, but also beyond. EU funded Regional Protection 

Programmes, in place since 2005, aim at assisting third countries to become robust providers of 

effective protection in accordance with international law by strengthening medium - and long-term 

capacity building in the area of asylum. With UNHCR as strategic implementing partner, the EU 

has focused on capacity strengthening as regards asylum systems, notably in the Horn of Africa, 

Great Lakes Region, North Africa and Eastern Europe. 

 

Madam Chairperson, 

 

2012 was marred by further deterioration of the political and security situation in Syria resulting in 

an unprecedented outflow of refugees to the neighbouring countries. We have also seen an increase 

into EU Member States. The EU and Member States together are leading partners in the 

international humanitarian response to this crisis. Our efforts concentrate, for the time being, on 

providing much needed humanitarian assistance and trying to secure the most basic needs of the 

refugees. We express our gratitude to neighbouring countries hosting Syrian refugees – Lebanon, 
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Jordan, Turkey, Iraq  -, we encourage them to keep their borders open. We shall keep our promise, 

with and within instruments at our disposal, to further help them provide humanitarian assistance to 

the refugees on their territories. 

 

Thank you Madam Chairperson. 

 

---------- 
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