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Geneva, 1 October  2012 

UNHCR 63rd session of the Executive Committee  

1 – 5 October 2012 

Agenda item (4) General Debate 

 
                                         EU Statement 
 
                                                             
 
Mr Chairperson, 

  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries, the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland† and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the Stabilisation 
and Association Process. 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 

 

• I thank the High Commissioner for his inspired opening statement and for his 

continued leadership of the UN Refugee Agency in extremely demanding circumstances – 

the dramatic situation in Syria and the ensuing displacement and refugee crisis come 

immediately to mind. So too does the violence in southern Sudan and the renewed violence 

in eastern DRC. In Sahel we are facing a dreadful food security crisis compounded by a 

refugee crisis. The Horn of Africa is still recovering from the 2011 drought related crisis and 

continues to face unique migration challenges as people seek to flee from conflict, drought 

and economic difficulties. Humanitarian emergencies perpetuate and are on the increase.  

 

• We have seen some positive political developments – I am thinking of Myanmar/Burma 

amongst other. However, this does not mean that we should weaken our focus on 

outstanding and substantive humanitarian and protection questions, in these and a range of 

other contexts, including forgotten crises. 
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• Displacement challenges are interconnected and complex. Building on the dynamics of the 

high-level meeting in December 2011, we call for ensuring that the quality in protecting and 

assisting refugees, asylum seekers, internally displaced persons, returnees and stateless 

persons remains unaffected. 

 

• As the world is confronted with a steady increase in humanitarian crises, in times of 

budgetary stress, UNHCR needs to address at least two key issues: first, the imperative to be 

prepared to respond swiftly and effectively to new crises, whilst maintaining support to 

forgotten crises; second, the need for collective effort. 

• We welcome UNHCR's continued efforts to uphold and improve the efficiency of its 

operations. We encourage the agency to continue upgrading its capacity to respond rapidly 

to new emergencies. We commend the agency's improved partnership across the 

humanitarian landscape, including NGOs, the private sector and national authorities. We 

welcome in that respect UNHCR's engagement in the implementation of the Transformative 

Agenda which seeks to improve the effectiveness of humanitarian response and adapt to a 

rapidly changing environment. We encourage UNHCR to continue to ensure that 

Transformative Agenda commitments are mainstreamed into all the key aspects of its 

operations.  

 

• In a context of limited resources and increasing crises, indeed there is no alternative but 

for humanitarian actors to work more and better together. We therefore call on UNHCR to 

sustain its efforts and to further invest in strong leadership and to continue proposing high 

quality candidates for the IASC Humanitarian Coordinator pool. We also encourage 

UNHCR to seek an effective interface between refugee coordination and cluster leadership. 

 

• Reform of the international response system goes hand in hand with sustaining the efforts of 

national authorities and local populations in accommodating refugee and displacement 

crises. Efforts by neighbouring countries and local societies affected by the Syria, the Mali 

and Afghanistan crisis contexts, for instance, are impressive. 
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• We welcome the work by the Global Protection cluster and we call for an effective 

transposition to the field. We very much welcome UNHCR's tireless engagement and 

express our concern for the protection challenges for vulnerable populations as for instance 

in South Sudan (in particular Yida camp), Dadaab, in and around Mali, Somalia and DRC. 

Humanitarian considerations must prevail when dealing with refugees. 

 

• We take the opportunity for expressing our deep appreciation for the day to day intensive 

engagement of staff from UNHCR and partners, working in challenging circumstances. 

 

Mr Chairperson, 

 

• We continue to work towards the reinforcement of the international protection regime; we 

are building a Common European Asylum System based on high standards of protection for 

people seeking shelter in the EU. We aim to ensure a fair and effective asylum system, and 

equality of treatment – irrespective of the Member State where individuals apply for asylum. 

Through the European Asylum Support Office, synergies among  EU Member States will be 

enhanced, through the alignment of policies and practices, the reinforcement of specific 

capacities and in providing operational support in case of particular pressures on asylum and 

reception systems. The Office is also instrumental in linking between the internal and 

external dimension of the Common European Asylum System.  

 

• We continue to enhance protection capacities in the regions close to countries of origin and 

in transit countries. For instance, the migration, mobility and security dialogue of the EU 

with its Southern Mediterranean neighbours launched last year, puts forward increased 

possibilities for international protection. Regional Protection Programmes are a key 

instrument of the EU Global Approach to Migration and Mobility. With UNHCR as 

strategic implementing partner, the EU has focused on capacity strengthening as regards 

asylum systems, notably in the Horn of Africa, Great Lakes Region, North Africa and 

Eastern Europe. 
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• Resettlement is an important tool in providing durable solutions to refugees worldwide. 

With the establishment of a Joint EU Resettlement Programme for 2013, the EU and its 

Member States reaffirm the importance attached to resettlement on a voluntary basis. The 

key objective of the Programme, also building on lessons from the past, is to see more 

resettlement places offered by more EU Member States. 

 

Mr Chairperson, 

 

• In a genuine spirit of international solidarity, we continue to focus on durable solutions and 

we endorse UNHCR's approach. The EU's commitment and partnerships towards the 

resolution for the long-lasting refugee and displacement chapter in the Balkans, serves as 

example.  

 

• Unlocking protracted refugee and displacement situations requires a joint humanitarian and 

development commitment. We commend UNHCR's efforts in advocating and working on 

durable solutions in the longer term while safeguarding the protection of those most affected 

by crises in the short term.   

 

• Solutions will be enhanced by working together, through joint efforts by: national 

authorities, development actors, and international agencies. We congratulate UNHCR's 

tireless efforts in establishing partnerships; we commend for instance the Transitional 

Solutions Initiative and the Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees.  

 

• To conclude, the world is changing fast and emergencies are on the increase. There is a need 

for a solid actor as UNHCR in helping alleviate cases of major humanitarian distress. The 

world we live in today requires strong partnerships and pursuing innovative approaches, 

with national and international, multilateral, governmental and civil society actors working 

together. We remain firmly committed to continuing our engagement. 
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