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Geneva, 26 June  2012 

UNHCR 54th Standing Committee  

26 to 28 June 2012  

Agenda item 3 (a) 

 
                                         EU Statement 
 
                                                             
 
Mr Chairperson, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 
 
The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland† and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as the Republic of 

Moldova, Armenia and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the Stabilisation 
and Association Process. 
†  Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 

 

• We thank the UNHCR for the presentation and for the Note on international protection. 

• In 2011, the 27 EU Member States received over 303000 asylum applications, 15% more 

than in each of the previous two years. This represents about 34 % of the total worldwide. 84100 

asylum seekers were granted protection in the EU in 2011.  

• As more and more asylum seekers search for a safe haven in the European Union, we are 

building a Common European Asylum System. It has an internal dimension. It aims to ensure 

higher protection standards for asylum seekers, and equality of treatment in an open and fair 

system – in whichever Member States they apply for asylum.  

• It also has an external dimension which is guided by our strong belief in international 

solidarity. In this regard, we are working towards increasing access to durable solutions.  

• We mention in this regard our commitment and support towards the resolution of the long-

lasting refugee and displacement chapter in the Balkans. With political and financial support 
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from the EU and Member States, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro and Serbia have 

renewed their commitment, in Sarajevo, in April this year, to finding durable solutions for 

refugees and displaced persons of the 1991-1995 conflict in the region. The donor community 

has pledged 261 million Euros in support of a Regional Housing Programme to help these 

countries offer durable solutions for refugees and displaced persons.  

• Our support for greater access to durable solutions also translated in the Joint EU 

Resettlement Programme that has been adopted in March 2012, aiming at increasing refugee 

resettlement to the EU. 

• We provide assistance to the regions hosting large refugee populations. Through Regional 

Protection Programmes we contribute to increasing protection capacities in the regions of first 

asylum. A Programme of this kind is being implemented in North Africa - encompassing Egypt, 

Libya and Tunisia - a region that needs special attention following the developments of the Arab 

Spring in 2011. 

• A second one will start off in the Horn of Africa, where thousands of refugees in Djibouti, 

Kenya and Yemen are in need of our support. This Protection Programme focuses, inter alia, on 

improving the situation of urban refugees in Nairobi and increasing access to education in the 

Dadaab refugee camp.  

• Also, through the EU asylum and migration financial instruments we contributed to the 

establishment of a Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat in Nairobi, where UNHCR is a founding 

agency, whose aim is to support and enhance the protection of people in mixed migration flows in 

the Horn of Africa and Yemen region. 

Mr. Chairperson, 

• The EU and its Member States will continue to work to consolidate the international refugee 

protection regime in full compliance with the UNHCR fundamental Conventions and in 

accordance with the values of dignity, equality and respect on which the EU is founded. We wish 

to see the same commitment and actions taken by all. 

•  Thank you. 
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