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Statement by the Delegation of the European Union 

 
1. Thank you, Chair. The EU Delegation would like to provide some indications as 
regards financial support under humanitarian and related EU assistance 
programmes, funded under the EU budget as managed by the European 
Commission.  
 
2. We are not in a position to make a firm funding 'pledge' for 2012, but the 
European Union is grateful for the opportunity to make a brief statement outlining 
the European Commission's humanitarian aid strategy for 2012, including the 
approach to working with UNHCR. 
 
3. We attach great importance to a strong continued partnership with UNHCR. As 
in previous years, the overall level of funding from the European Commission for 
UNHCR in 2012 will be the cumulative result of individual funding decisions 
based on detailed assessments of needs. We look forward to a continued close 
dialogue with UNHCR on the response to humanitarian needs of refugees and 
IDPs and the promotion of durable solutions for the affected populations. In the 
aftermath of this week's Inter Agency Standing Committee's deliberations, we want 
to reconfirm our partnership with UNHCR in support of your commitment to 
strengthening a coordinated and efficient international humanitarian response. 
These are indeed crucial times to ensure a strong collective performance of the 
international humanitarian system, and an overall efficient response in crises.  
 
4. In 2011, the European Commission has so far provided € 90 million in support 
of UNHCR activities, of which € 72 million for humanitarian assistance in 25 
countries, as well as support to UNHCR to enhance interagency capacity for IDP 
profiling in humanitarian emergencies. The majority of the funds for operational 
activities went to protection (€ 26.9 million) and shelter (€ 20.8 million). 
 



5. In 2012 the European Commission's expected initial humanitarian aid and civil 
protection budget will total € 875 million. Within this overall budget, the largest 
funding operations are likely to be for Sudan and South Sudan (€87  million), the 
Sahel region (€45 million), the Democratic Republic of Congo (€44 million), 
Somalia (€40 million), the occupied Palestinian territory (€40 million), Pakistan 
(€35 million) and Afghanistan (€ 30 million). Africa will remain the principal 
beneficiary of humanitarian aid, accounting for 52% of the initial geographical 
planning budget. Also, at this stage 19% of the budget remains unallocated, to 
allow scope for responding to changing priorities and unforeseen needs resulting 
from worsening crises or sudden onset disasters. This year's events have indicated 
the importance of such precautionary measures 
 
As in previous years, a significant 15% of the budget will be spent on so-called 
forgotten crises. 
 
6. Where appropriate, we will continue to mobilise other funding mechanisms 
aimed at promoting reintegration and at providing livelihoods for returnees. The 
European Union, with UNHCR and partners, will provide further support to 
countries outside the EU in the field of migration and asylum and in strengthening 
the capacity of these countries in providing protection. 
 
7. On the eve of 2012, let me once again stress our commitment to continuing to 
work with UNHCR as one of our key partners. Thank you for your attention. 

 


