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Thank you Chair,  

On behalf of the EU and its Member States and Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia,  I 

would first like to thank the Executive Secretary, Mr Sven Alkalaj, for the excellent organisation of this 

session of the Commission. I would also like to express our gratitude to Ambassadors Zvekic and Ciobanu, 

for their tireless efforts to guide the Reform Review process in which the UNECE has been engaged since 

the last Commission session.  Finally I would like to thank our fellow UNECE member countries with whom 

we have worked closely to arrive at an agreed outcome.  

Chair, we have come a long way since 2011 and in our assessment this Reform Review process has been 

very successful for several reasons.  

It allowed Member countries and their capitals a closer look at the UNECE and we are pleased that we all 

agreed to keep this level of transparency in the future. This has increased our collective awareness of the 

concrete results which are produced by the UNECE, and which affect the every day life of our citizens, in 

particular in areas such as transport, the environment, statistics and timber and forestry. Particular attention 

should be called to the transport sub-program, because it was as collectively assessed by us as a unique UN 

center which has greatly improved the visibility of the UNECE at a global level. 

The EU and its MS also commend the excellent work carried-out under the Environment sub-programme and 

support the proposal put forward by the Chairs of the UNECE MEAs to allocate further staff units to service 

the newly entered into force instruments such as the Protocol on PRTR and the Protocol on Water and 

Health. 

The Reform Review has also allowed Member countries to redefine work programs in the areas of trade and 

economic cooperation so as to make them more relevant for the present day needs of the member countries 

and to avoid duplication with the work or mandates of other international actors.  

Finally, the Reform review has allowed us to put the sub-program on sustainable energy on to a new track, 

aligning its broad areas of work more with the urgent needs of our time to ensure access to energy for all and 

to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the carbon footprint of the energy sector. In this respect, it is our 

position that the UNECE should focus work on exchanging experiences between all member countries and 

sharing best practices on significantly increasing energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy also for 

electricity production. The UNECE should build on its positive track record in policy dialogue and 

exchanging best practices between all UNECE members, while moving away from work on private sector 

investments and large scale technical assistance and cooperation projects in this area.   
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Chair, we are ready to work with all our partners and with the Executive Secretary on a successful 

implementation of this positive outcome. 

Thank you Chair 
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