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32nd INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT 

Geneva, 8-10 December 2015 

EU Statement – General Debate 

Madam Vice-President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States.  

We remain deeply committed to saving lives and alleviating suffering through principled and needs-

based humanitarian aid, in line with the European Consensus on Humanitarian Aid. A report on the 

implementation of our joint pledges made four years ago is available and we have submitted our 

new joint pledges, in some of which we are joined by our national societies. 

Madam Vice-President, 

We are witnessing today a multiplication of crises and armed conflict with dire humanitarian 

consequences. The number of forcibly displaced persons is unprecedented since World War Two. 

No one is spared by this phenomenon, including Europe.  

The EU has laid out its response to the refugee crisis in the European Agenda on Migration. We 

applaud the strong response of the Movement to the crisis and will continue to support operations 

targeting the most vulnerable along the migratory routes.  

We commend the organisers of the conference which reflects the most important contemporary 

humanitarian challenges in an innovative format. We support the resolutions under consideration. 

This conference is of utmost importance for humanitarian action and related policy debates. It also 

provides an opportunity to contribute to an inspiring vision and programme for a renewed 

humanitarian system ahead of the World Humanitarian Summit.  

This conference, as we celebrate the 50 years of the Fundamental Principles, is an opportunity to 

reflect on the Movement's centrality in shaping principled humanitarian action. We welcome the 

resolution on strengthening the Movement's response and stand ready to support the Movement. 

Madam Vice--President, 

Protection of civilians in conflicts remains an acute concern. Syria, as well as emergencies that risk 

being forgotten, show that civilians, especially women and children, bear the brunt of today's 

conflicts. We call for the respect of IHL and the fundamental principles of humanitarian action. We 
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commend efforts of the Movement in embracing the centrality of protection and reaffirm our 

commitment to provide protection and assistance to all people in need.  

We strongly support the Resolution on “Strengthening compliance with international humanitarian 

law". The discussions facilitated by Switzerland and the ICRC illustrate that existing mechanisms 

are neither sufficient nor adequate.   

A more systematic and regular dialogue is crucial for enhancing compliance with IHL. We strongly 

support the establishment of a regular, voluntary, meeting of states to provide a forum for 

discussing thematic issues and reports of national implementation of IHL. We will also promote and 

encourage work and studies to further develop and understand a gender perspective in international 

humanitarian law”. 

We support the nine principles that have guided the consultations, inter alia the necessary efficiency 

of the system, the need to avoid politization, the fact that the mechanism is State-driven and 

consensus-based, the voluntary nature of the mechanism and the need to ensure universality, 

impartiality and non-selectivity.  

Madam Vice-President, 

In line with the EU guidelines on promoting compliance with IHL, the EU Member States will 

work towards further participation in the principal IHL instruments and other relevant legal 

instruments that have an impact on IHL by considering ratification of those instruments that have an 

impact on IHL. The EU Member States are committed to continuing their efforts in promoting 

dissemination of and training in IHL inside the EU, as well as to continue their efforts to advocate 

strongly and consistently for the respect of international law, including IHL.  

We recall that deprivation of liberty is an ordinary and expected occurrence in all situations of 

armed conflict, and international humanitarian law sometimes dictates that military necessity may 

be more proportionately and humanely served through States' use of non-arbitrary detention than 

through the use of lethal force. We therefore welcome the resolution on "Strengthening IHL 

protecting persons deprived of their liberty" and recognize the value of IHL to those deprived of 

their liberties. 

We would like to commend the Movement and the ICRC in particular for its proximity to affected 

populations. The fundamental principles are essential to building and maintaining trust and 
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acceptance and ensuring this access. We urge all parties to ensure unimpeded access for 

humanitarian aid. We welcome the resolution on protection of volunteers and staff. 

Madam Vice-President, 

The EU, Member States and national societies remain very concerned about sexual and gender 

based violence (SGBV) in conflict, humanitarian crisis and other disaster situations. The EU has 

strengthened its commitment to addressing SGBV in humanitarian assistance through the 2013 

Gender Policy and the recently adopted Joint EU Gender Action Plan. We therefore welcome and 

support the resolution on sexual and gender based violence. 

We applaud the strong commitment of the Movement to prevent and respond to SGBV, including 

its zero-tolerance policy on sexual exploitation and abuse by its staff and volunteers.  

Madam Vice-President, 

We wish to recall the concern of violence against the wounded and sick, health-care personnel and 

facilities, and medical transports. We welcome the resolution and its efforts to make health-care 

delivery in conflicts more secure.  

Madam Vice-President, 

We appreciate the call for National Societies and States to collaboratively work on achieving the 

commitments of the Sendai Framework and Sustainable Development Goals. Effective 

implementation is vital, including ensuring a joint approach to climate change adaptation and 

reducing underlying risk factors. Local actors, such as national societies, play a vital role.  

We commend the IFRC for its continuous work on raising awareness and promoting, as appropriate, 

strengthened legal frameworks for disaster risk reduction and response including through tools such 

as the Checklist. We welcome the 'One billion Coalition for Resilience', especially for recognising 

the role of local and community levels. The EU is committed to reducing vulnerability and building 

resilience as pre-requisites for poverty reduction, peacebuilding and sustainable development and to 

making risk management approaches an integral part of all relevant EU humanitarian aid and 

development assistance programming.  

Thank you. 


