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WIPO Diplomatic Conference to Conclude a Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works 

by Visually Impaired Persons and Persons with Print Disabilities 

June 17 to 28, 2013 – Marrakesh, Morocco 

 

Opening Statement 

 

Mr President, 

 

On behalf of the European Union and its Member States, allow me first to congratulate you and the 

other officers on your election. We are confident that you will provide us with the best possible 

guidance in order to reach a successful outcome at this Diplomatic Conference. Let me also thank 

His Majesty, King Mohammed VI, and the Moroccan authorities for hosting this Diplomatic 

Conference and also the World Intellectual Property Organisation for the preparation and 

organisation of our meeting. 

 

The convocation of this Diplomatic Conference shows the commitment of all WIPO members to 

reach a common goal, which is to facilitate access to published works by visually impaired and 

print-disabled persons and to conclude a Treaty to that effect. The European Union and its Member 

States have always attached great importance to ensuring equal access to books for disabled 

persons. We have well-functioning systems based on the licensing of works but we also have 

corresponding copyright exceptions in our legislations. We also recognise that a clear international 

legal framework could increase the effectiveness of these provisions at a global level.  

 

In the last year, the negotiations of this Treaty have made solid progress. The involvement, active 

participation and cooperative spirit among WIPO members are beyond doubt. Many of them have 

put their best efforts into trying to resolve the outstanding issues during the limited time we had, for 

which they all have to be commended. 
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Still, we have a lot of hard work ahead of us in the next two weeks. We have to start working as 

rapidly and as efficiently as possible. If we have the ambition to adopt a Treaty that addresses the 

needs of visually impaired and print disabled people at a global level, we need to work out a text 

that reaches the minimum comfort level of all potential Contracting Parties, even if this will require 

difficult compromises from all of us. 

  

The European Union and its Member States have actively and constructively participated in the 

negotiations so far; and will continue to do so during this Diplomatic Conference. The purpose of 

this Treaty is to address a real concern: namely to make books in special formats available for 

visually impaired and print disabled persons when they do not have access to them. But for us to be 

successful we need to develop solutions that address this specific concern and ensure that visually 

impaired and print disabled persons have the same access to books as people without such 

impairments. And we should not limit the rights of authors any more than it is necessary to achieve 

this objective.  

 

In the view of the European Union and its Member States, a Treaty to facilitate access to books for 

visually impaired and print disabled persons can very well fit in the framework of existing 

international copyright treaties without overriding, rewriting or reinterpreting them. It can usefully 

complement them. Only then can we talk about a clear and simple Treaty.  

 

The European Union and its Member States are committed to work as much as necessary during the 

next two weeks to find the right solutions. We are ready to explore all possible compromises that 

stay within our objective and reach an acceptable level of legal certainty. In this spirit we look 

forward to the successful outcome of these negotiations. 

Mr President, 

We need to find a way to work out the right compromises. Those who are going to benefit from this 

Treaty have been expecting solutions for a long time. They have legitimate expectations as regards 

the outcome of our discussions. We hope that the adoption of this Treaty to facilitate access to 
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books for visually impaired and print disabled persons is within reach. The European Union and its 

Member States offer you and all the delegations gathered here in Marrakesh our willingness and 

constructive spirit to achieve this objective. 

Thank you. 

 

__________________________ 
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