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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMMES AND FINANCE 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION FOR MIGRATION 

17th Session  
(28 – 29 October 2015) 

EU Statement 
Item 3: Report by the Director-General 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Georgia. 

In the first nine months of the year, more than 710.000 people of all categories  have made their 

way on unsafe journeys on sea and land to Europe (according to the EU border agency, Frontex), a 

trend which is set to continue although a stabilization due to the weather conditions may occur 

during upcoming winter. Europe is sought as a place of refuge and exile. This is something to be 

proud of, though it is not without its challenges.  

In response to these challenges, the EU and EU Member States have devoted considerable efforts 

with the primary aim to save lives and ensure protection of those in need as well as with longer term 

goals of addressing the root causes of the crisis and establishing a more effective and sustainable 

management of migratory flows. In this regard, we are strengthening cooperation with key countries 

of transit and origin. Fighting organised crime responsible for migrant smuggling and trafficking in 

human beings is also a key element of our response. In that respect we encourage all countries 

concerned to join the relevant legal international instruments. Likewise swift and effective return, in 

full respect of the applicable norms and principles, 'non-refoulement' in particular, of migrants who 

have no right to stay in the EU is key for credibility and proper functioning of EU's migration and 

asylum system. The migration issue is being addressed constantly at the highest political level by all 

EU institutions and Member States. An exceptional amount of financial resources has been 

mobilized in a short timeframe to support countries of origin and transit in a spirit of solidarity and 

responsibility. 
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At a time where the European Union is facing great challenges, we also have to remember that 

worldwide more than 60 million people are forcibly displaced and 86% of all refugees find shelter 

in developing countries.  

In addressing these global challenges, the partnership with IOM is of paramount importance. IOM 

remains a crucial partner for us in our efforts to implement actions effectively on the basis of 

mutual trust, transparency and proven efficiency. 

In particular, we commend the level of engagement and dedication whereby the IOM and its 

Director General continue to contribute tirelessly – as the global lead agency for international 

migration – to address the current global migration and refugee crisis and to improve the 

management of the mixed migratory flows. In this context, the EU and its Member States underline 

the need for IOM to retain a position in the international system that allows it to contribute fully its 

expertise and field experience, and for that matter be granted access to all relevant discussions 

including within the United Nations. 

We commend IOM for presenting its thoroughly reviewed Humanitarian Policy, Its issuance could 

not be more timely. We commend the organisation for embedding its humanitarian policy within a 

broader inter-agency approach and for ensuring full synergy between its humanitarian and non-

humanitarian activities. We welcome IOM's commitment to fully pursuing a principle-based 

approached in its humanitarian response and for mainstreaming protection within its activities, and 

those of its implementing partners.  

We also commend the constructive role played by IOM in addressing the issue of cross-border 

displacements in the context of disasters and the effects of climate change.  

Convinced of the need to address a global phenomenon by a collective approach, we are looking 

forward to La Valletta Summit on Migration, which will take place in two weeks, where the 

European Union and its Member States will discuss with African partners how to improve 

cooperation and find concrete and sustainable ways to address the root causes of migration and 

forced displacement as well as the challenges of better management of mixed migration flows. IOM 

is a valuable partner in the preparation of the summit and its expertise will be of great importance in 

the years ahead that will lead to the implementation of La Valletta commitments. We salute the 
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announced presence of the Director General Swing on this occasion as he has always been present 

and actively involved in European Union’s deliberations during this crisis. 

Even in times of crisis – or perhaps especially in times of crisis – it is important to remind ourselves 

that migration can be a driver for cultural, social and economic development. 

We particularly welcome the fact that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development now rightly 

addresses contemporary human mobility, calling for “orderly, safe, regular and responsible 

migration and mobility of people, including through the implementation of planned and well-

managed migration policies” as a means of reducing inequalities within and among countries. 

It is now time to translate the political goals and targets into concrete action. Let us work together to 

improve the situation for the millions of migrants who – each day – make significant and essential 

contributions to the economic, social and cultural development of their host countries as well as 

their communities back home. 


