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Thank you Chair. 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement*: Turkey, Serbia, Albania, Ukraine, 

the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

We are in a time marked by significant multiple simultaneous migration and humanitarian crises. 

The EU's capacity to act when major migrant or refugee crises are looming in Europe’s 

neighbourhood has been repeatedly tested and stretched. The EU, with the inauguration of its new 

executive earlier this month, designated a Commissioner with explicit responsibility for migration 

and home affairs, which testifies to the priority given to addressing migration.  

In times of severe crises and consecutive forced displacement, it is important not to forget the 

fundamental principles underpinning our policies and action, in particular respect for human rights 

and humanitarian principles as well as refugee law and international humanitarian law, where 

applicable, to make sure that those displaced - regardless of their status - are treated in a manner 

protecting their fundamental human rights. In this regard, we take note with satisfaction of the 

position paper of IOM on the World Humanitarian Summit, and its five policy recommendations. 

IOM has proven to be an important actor at a time when the international community has faced four 

simultaneous complex humanitarian emergencies at level 3 – these most severe, large-scale 

humanitarian crises being in Syria, South Sudan, Central African Republic and Iraq. IOM has 

significantly contributed to the humanitarian response in all these crises, while remaining active in 

                                                           
* Turkey is a Candidate country; the Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia 
and Albania as well as potential candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process; Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic 
Area; Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area. 
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many other emergencies around the world, including the crisis in Ukraine. IDPs from Crimea and 

Donbas face a growing need for humanitarian aid in view of the approaching winter. The EU 

supports IOM's valuable assistance, especially to the most vulnerable groups of persons. 

We commend the IOM's extensive network, available to respond quickly and effectively on the 

ground, maintaining a tradition of being a flexible and reliable humanitarian partner. Within the UN 

cluster system, IOM is the manager of the Camp Coordination and Camp Management cluster for 

natural disasters, and plays a key role in emergency shelter, logistics, protection and early recovery. 

Another IOM practice we commend is the successful incorporation of human-trafficking preventive 

action into the immediate response, for example in the Philippines. The EU will closely continue to 

follow the ongoing work on prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse, a topic for which IOM is a 

champion. 

We can only meet the challenges associated with migration if we address them jointly. We can only 

unleash the positive potential of migration if we work together as we have been until now.  

That is also why we commend the level of engagement and dedication whereby the IOM and its 

Director General continue to contribute to enhancing the understanding of good migration 

governance – a migration that is safe, orderly and regular, which benefits migrants as well as host 

societies and countries of origin and destination. This is done through e.g. IOM’s participation in 

international fora and regional consultative processes, through capacity building and training with 

states, and through service delivery. 

We are pleased that progress has been made in recent years, notably in relation to the 2013 UN 

High Level Dialogue on Migration and Development as well as to the 2014 Global Forum on 

Migration and Development.  

Next year will be yet another important year, as the negotiations in New York on the post-2015 

development framework will culminate.  I am happy to say that we cherish the work done in this 

respect by the IOM as the leading international organisation active in the field of international 

migration. 

Maximising the positive impact of migration on development is an important policy priority for the 

EU, as demonstrated by its dual policy framework in this area. Migration and development is one of 

the thematic priorities of the Global Approach to Migration and Mobility, which provides the 
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overarching framework for the EU external migration policy, and is also integrated into the EU 

development policy framework, of which the Agenda for Change is the latest building block. The 

EU is aware of the significant contribution that development cooperation can provide to migration 

by tackling the root causes of irregular migration and forced displacement as well as by improving 

living conditions in countries of origin. 

Making migration an integral part of the world’s development strategy will have a meaningful 

impact on the lives of migrants, affording them greater access to human rights and to the fruits of 

their labour. 

The EU stands ready to continue its support to partner countries in their efforts to ensure a better 

migration and border management as well as improved protection and reception capacities. 

Thank you very much, Chair. 

 


