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International Organisation for Migration 

Standing Committee on Programmes and Finance 

13th Session 

 (29-30 October 2013) 

Item 7b: Review of the IOM Strategy 

 

Mr. Chairperson,  

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova and Georgia 

We are aware that the IOM Strategy as such remains determined by the Constitution of the IOM. In 

this light, we consider the existing strategy, as adopted by the IOM Council in 2007, as 

commensurate with IOMs policy and institutional mandates. 

At the same time, we commend IOM for having progressed on a number of measures over the past 

years, aimed at enhancing the effective implementation of the strategy, such as by promoting better 

oversight, monitoring and evaluation of projects, the submission of the IOM Project Handbook on 

good practice based project management and the setting up of an Internal Policy Formulation and 

Coordination Committee.  

Efforts should clearly continue to focus on enhancing IOM's policy focus and delivery capacity, 

based on existing orientations. In this context, we are also keen on learning more about the way 

IOM intends to take its regional strategies ahead. 

                                                           
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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Mr Chairperson,  

When it comes to the review of the IOM Strategy, as foreseen by IOM Council Resolution 1204 of 

2010, our collective memory guides us to steer away from the type of arduous negotiations which 

we had to go through in 2007 when the Strategy was adopted - and which we succeeded in avoiding 

in 2010, when the review of the strategy was on the agenda for the first time. 

At the same time, the EU and its Member States acknowledge that, in view of the challenges ahead, 

there is a need to explore questions of evolving migration governance, the identification of policy 

and operational gaps, and the promotion of effective responses. 

It is against this background that we propose to revisit the IOM Strategy, as it currently stands, 

when and if the results of the aforementioned working group on institutional arrangements between 

the IOM and the UN suggests this to do, but in any case not later than in three years from now.  

In the meantime, we encourage IOM to continue the practice of submitting implementation reports 

at regular intervals. 

Thank you Mr Chairperson 


