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International Organisation for Migration 

Standing Committee on Programmes and Finance 

13th Session 

 (29-30 October 2013) 

Item 2: Statement by the Director General 

 

Thank you Mr. Chairperson. And thank you, Director General Swing, for your statement. 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova and Georgia. 

 

We commend the level of committed participation and the prominent role that the IOM played in 

bringing the High-level Dialogue to a success.  

 

We note with satisfaction that the final Declaration adopted by consensus by the representatives of 

States and Governments participating at the High-level Dialogue includes a positive recognition of 

many areas of great importance for IOM, namely: the need to improve public perceptions of 

migrants; the need to enhance the evidence and knowledge base; a renewed commitment to 

protection of the human rights of all migrants; a recognition of the contribution of migrants and 

migration to all three pillars of sustainable development (economic, social and environmental); and 

the need to assist and support migrants stranded in vulnerable situations.  

 

We are proud to have actively contributed to the inclusion of specific references to these aspects 

during the negotiations. We also note with satisfaction that the Declaration calls upon all relevant 

                                                           
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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bodies, agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations system, to consider migration issues 

in their contributions to the preparatory process that will establish the post-2015 development 

agenda. We call on IOM to ensure follow up to this request. 

 

The EU and its Member States consider it positive that the High-level Dialogue focused on 

substance on international migration and development – how to improve the life of migrants – 

rather than on institutional issues. However, in the coming years it will be crucial to continue the 

discussion on how to improve coordination and coherence between IOM, relevant UN agencies and 

other international and regional organisations that deal with migration and development, to 

minimise overlapping competencies and waste of scarce resources, and to develop a more coherent 

global policy on migration and development.  

 

In this regard, we reiterate our full appreciation for the IOM's work as current Chair of the Global 

Migration Group (GMG). We consider it important that IOM, as the leading international 

organisation active in the field of international migration and as member of the GMG, takes a 

proactive role to further enhance coordination with the UN system. We therefore greatly appreciate 

the work so far undertaken by IOM to further improve the efficiency and the effectiveness of the 

GMG. We appreciate that the Declaration of the High-level Dialogue stressed the importance of 

regular interaction between the GMG and Member States.  

 

In the broader context, it is also very positive that regular meetings are now foreseen between the 

UN SG's Special Representative on international migration and development, GMG and the GFMD, 

which should contribute to improved coordination on international migration and development. 

 

Finally, let me emphasise the many constructive proposals and creative ideas that were presented 

during the High-level Dialogue. Let us make sure that we, on different tracks, pursue these 

proposals in an action-oriented and pragmatic way. The expertise and experiences of IOM will play 

an important role in this regard. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson. 


