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IOM -  Standing Committee on Programmes and Finance  
of the International Organisation for Migration,  

12th Session 
 

Item 3 (a): Update on the preparation for the High-level Dialogue and an examination of IOM 
activities and possible "high-road scenarios" on the four round-table themes 

 
 

EU statement 
 
 

Mr Chairperson, I have the honor to speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States.  

The EU and its Member States welcome the submission by the IOM of its High Road Scenario for 

the possible institutional and policy outcomes from the High Level Dialogue. This provides useful 

orientation to IOM membership and other stakeholders on what to expect from the event and how to 

focus our preparations. From our perspective, the IOM’s paper will form a useful contribution to the 

process of defining and elaborating the contributions of the EU and its Member States to the High-

Level Dialogue. 

 

The EU and its Member States are actively engaged in the High-Level Dialogue process and are 

committed to contributing constructively with a view to achieving ambitious outcomes that 

effectively meet global migration challenges. The first High-Level Dialogue in 2006 provided a 

valuable framework for global dialogue on migration, promoting recognition of the important 

linkages between migration and development and paving the way for more effective international 

cooperation on this topic. It resulted in the creation of the Global Forum on Migration and 

Development, which is an important venue for discussing issues related to migration and 

development in a systematic and comprehensive way. The 2013 event provides an excellent 

opportunity to update and deepen the global discussion on migration and development. 

 

As much as we attach importance to the High level Dialogue itself, we attach the same priority 

attention to its preparations and its subsequent follow-up. It is thus with great interest that we follow 

relevant preparatory processes organized by the multitude of stakeholders involved. It is important 

that global discussions on migration have all relevant stakeholders on board: not only governments 

but also civil society, the private sector, academia and others. The EU as legal entity with specific 

competences in the field of migration and development should find its appropriate place in the 

evolving migration landscape. Our objective is to work towards a more coherent, comprehensive 
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and better coordinated approach at global level. A strengthened Global Migration Group could 

make a positive contribution towards the achievement of this objective. 

 
It is important that the High-level Dialogue sends a strong signal that the significant links between 

migration and development should be adequately recognised in the post-2015 development 

framework. Well-managed migration and mobility should be acknowledged as enablers for 

inclusive economic and social development.  

 
The EU and its Member States also attach importance to the effective mainstreaming of 

fundamental and human rights of migrants into all aspects and phases of migration and related 

policy developments at national, regional and global levels. Adopting relevant legislation is 

important, but we need to look much deeper into its effective implementation and enforcement.  

The EU and its Member States are convinced that progress towards the free movement of persons 

will allow the potential of migrants and their contribution to economic, social and cultural 

development beyond borders to be more fully realised. At the same time, we note the importance 

we attach to safeguarding the principle of national sovereignty in relation to migration. All states 

should review the current barriers to the mobility of persons with a view to identifying those which 

unnecessarily hinder economic competitiveness and regional integration. 

 

Mr Chairperson, 

 

We see a great deal of common understanding and compatibility of positions between the IOM high 

road scenarios and the evolving position of the EU and its Member States. We confirm our support 

to IOM as the lead organization in the field of migration. The EU stands ready to engage further in 

the Group of the Friends of the IOM Chair with a view to giving IOM a strong voice in the context 

of the High Level Dialogue. The IOM scenarios provide an excellent basis for taking matters ahead. 

Thank you 
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