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IOM -  Standing Committee on Programmes and Finance  
of the International Organisation for Migration,  

12th Session 
 

Item 3 (b): IOM's work on and with the diaspora 
 
 

EU statement 
 

Mr Chairperson. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States.  

We commend IOM for organizing this year's International Dialogue on Migration as a ministerial 

conference on diasporas. This meeting comes at an appropriate moment, in the lead-up to the High 

Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development, and as discussions are underway on 

the post-2015 development agenda.  

 

As the first event of its nature, the conference will allow us to take stock of national and regional 

policy developments in an area of growing importance. We intend to participate actively in the 

deliberations.  

 

Maximising the positive impact of migration on the economic and social development of partner 

countries is a key policy priority for the EU. The area of migration and development is recognised 

as one of the four pillars of the Global Approach to Migration & Mobility, which provides the 

overarching framework for the EU external migration policy. A strong migration perspective has 

also been included in the new EU development policy, the Agenda for Change. 

 

The development contributions of diaspora groups are increasingly recognised by both countries of 

origin and destination. Migrants come with specific skills and expertise, and act as social facilitators 

who can catalyse and foster productive networks between host countries and their countries of 

origin. This wealth of knowledge and expertise can also be harnessed to support the development of 

the sending countries. There remains a need to enhance our understanding of this area to provide a 

solid evidence base for effective policy development. 

 

We all face the challenge of creating the conditions in both countries of origin and destination for 

the effective realisation of the development potential of diasporas. We expect the upcoming 

ministerial meeting to provide useful insights and orientation on how we might further develop 

effective, evidence based policies which aim both to support diaspora groups and to create 

environments favourable for diaspora investments in development. It should also examine how 
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consideration of migration and development issues such as the role of the diaspora can be included 

in the post-2015 development framework. 

 

We are particularly attracted by IOMs evolving conceptual framework which promotes the three 

E's, aiming at "enabling, engaging and empowering transnational communities". Building 

international partnerships on migration is an essential element the EU's external migration policy.  

Since 2005, the EU has taken numerous steps to promote the development contribution of diaspora 

groups residing in Europe. For example, the EU supported the setting up of the “European-wide 

African Diaspora Platform”, implemented by the African Policy Diaspora Centre, with exactly the 

aim of promoting the contribution of the African diaspora to the development of the continent. In 

general terms, the EU and its Member States engage intensively in numerous inter-regional 

dialogues and bilateral partnerships, in which diaspora relations form an important element. 

 

We consider the IOM Diaspora Ministerial Conference and the subsequent High Level Dialogue to 

be important milestones towards the development of more effective diaspora policies. In this vein, 

we encourage IOM to take full account of the results of the upcoming diaspora ministerial in order 

to strengthen its efforts to assist states in harnessing the development potential of diasporas.  

 

Thank you, Mr Chairperson 
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