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Mr. Chairperson, 
  
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States. 
 
 The Acceding Country Croatia*, the Candidate Countries  the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland† and Serbia*, the Country of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process and potential candidate Albania, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of 

Moldova, Armenia  and Georgia, align themselves with this declaration. 

 

 

• The International Dialogue on Migration of April 2012 focused on the identification of 

migration consequences of complex crises. The EU and its Member States welcome that 

the IOM is proceeding to the next step by focusing our attention on the vulnerabilities 

and specific needs of migrant populations affected by man-made crises and/or natural 

disasters in their country of transit or destination.  

 

• In a crisis situation, some migrants may be able to return to their country of origin, others 

might prefer or be forced to stay. They may find themselves trapped and in need of 

humanitarian assistance or other tailor-made support measures, notably in the light of 

additional vulnerabilities in cases of, for instance, children, unaccompanied minors, 

women, elderly or disabled persons.  

 

                                                 
* Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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• A migrants targeted policy framework that comprises credible and tailor-made 

commitments and responses in all phases needs to be established, from crisis prevention 

to post-crisis rehabilitation, so as to contribute to the protection of migrants and, at the 

same time, to ease the humanitarian response burden during emergency situations. The 

EU and its Member States are convinced that a specific migration policy framework can 

only be effective if firmly anchored in and building upon already existing and efficient 

approaches. We commend IOM for its transparency and inclusive approach in developing 

this initiative and encourage it to continue close cooperation with Member States and key 

partners along these lines. 

 

Mr Chairperson, 

 

• During the Libya crisis, the EU strengthened its humanitarian cooperation with IOM and 

supported IOM's emergency operation with more than EUR 20M in order to address 

assistance and repatriation needs for Third Country Nationals fleeing the conflict. 

Moreover, EU Member States provided significant support and in-kind aid for the urgent 

and safe evacuation of people in order to avoid migrants remaining stranded at the Libyan 

borders and thereby risking to exacerbate the crisis.   

 

• The Libya crisis shows that the reflection on migrants as a particular vulnerable group in 

crisis situations is an operational necessity to further strengthen related policy 

frameworks.  

 

• Lessons learnt from Libya will also guide us in matching up to new challenges such as 

the Syria crisis where humanitarian aid is being increased by the EU and complementary 

measures considered, such as a Regional Protection Programme to strengthen protection 

capacities in the region. This would also incorporate development-oriented activities to 

address protection needs of refugees and host communities. 

 

Mr. Chairperson, 

 

• In the long term, migration policies are to play an important role in solving concrete 

situations of stranded migrants that go beyond a humanitarian intervention. There is a 

long list of concrete challenges to be addressed, including the effective and smoothly 

managed return of migrants in their countries of origin, sudden economic consequences 
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on the country of destination, the impact on remittances and last but not least, the 

protection and assurance of rights and conditions ensuring decent lives of asylum seekers, 

internationally and internally displaced persons. 

  

• Migration is now firmly established among the priorities of the EU’s political agenda. Its 

recently revised Global Approach to Migration and Mobility, the GAMM, is based on 

four thematic priorities, one of which now focuses explicitly on the promotion of 

international protection and the strengthening of the external dimension of the EU's 

asylum policy. The GAMM aims at establishing migration policy coherence of EU 

internal and external migration policy approaches, including by responding to external 

regional and South-South policy challenges.  

 

• Furthermore, the EU aims at phasing in development policy assistance to displaced 

persons from the outset of a crisis, with a view to enhancing the quality of protection by 

facilitating self-reliance and preventing protracted displacement situations. The transition 

from humanitarian crises to developmental opportunities should support efforts to 

catalyse economic recovery and growth to the benefit of migrants and host communities. 

The specific socio-economic vulnerabilities of migrants will increasingly guide us in the 

adoption process of crisis recovery, reconstruction and transition policies.  

 

Mr. Chairperson, 

 

• An operational policy framework on the situation of migrants in crisis situations will 

contribute to better migration management capacities; it will encourage governments and 

non-state actors to take identified operational measures ahead in an effective and 

coordinated manner. Against this background, we encourage IOM to make advancements 

on this issue at the Standing Committee on Programmes and Finance, with a view to 

proposing a crisis migration framework for adoption by the IOM Council in November 

this year. The upcoming UN High Level Dialogue on International Migration and 

Development as well as future GFMD meetings will offer appropriate fora to discuss and 

assess the results achieved, including by anchoring them in the broader policy context. 

 

Thank you, Mr Chairperson. 
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