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ILO Governing Body, 325th session  

(29 October – 12 November2015) 
 

(GB.325/ POL/1/2) 
 

Formalization of the informal economy: area of critical importance and follow-up to the 
resolution concerning efforts to facilitate the transition from the informal to formal 

economy  

EU Statement 

Thank you, Chairperson. 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic 

of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Norway and the Republic of Moldova. 

We welcome the opportunity to formulate our guidance on the Office proposal for a follow-up 

to the resolution concerning efforts to facilitate the transition from the informal to the formal 

economy. 

We fully participated in the whole process leading to the Recommendation No. 204. We share 

its basic principles and contention that promoting a progressive transition from the informal to 

the formal economy will contribute to achieve better working conditions, social protection for 

all, and a higher level of living standards for many people worldwide. 

We believe that the proposed 6 years strategy for action (2016-2021) should take into account 

the lessons learned from the current area of critical importance relating to the formalization of 

the informal economy, and should integrate its activities to strive for complementarity. 

The proposed approach with four interrelated components seems appropriate with a good 

balance between promotion, capacity building, knowledge development, and international 

cooperation.  

We note with interest the proposed pilot programme for ten countries across the regions 

which will provide concrete case studies to be eventually scaled up and duplicated. We await 

the office proposal as regard the selected countries.  
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We look positively at the promotional and advocacy campaign aiming at reaching out the 

tripartite constituency of the ILO, and we encourage the office to go beyond.  Workers in 

informality can often be excluded from mainstream information. It is therefore important to 

pay attention to the diversity of languages used in promotional materials and to targeted 

actions to better reach them.   

It is of particular importance to reach out informal economy workers' organisations, to give a 

voice to informal workers, and make sure their needs are taken into account when shaping 

policies. 

As concerns Regional knowledge sharing, we think it is useful to make a point in each 

Regional meetings when the concerned countries so request. We would like to be duly 

consulted to see whether it is relevant for the European Regional meeting in 2017.  

We welcome a strong effort on knowledge development and dissemination. A better 

knowledge will definitely help constituents in addressing the complexity and multifaceted 

causes of informality at country level and adopt informed policies. 

The almost simultaneous adoption of the Recommendation on informal economy with the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is creating a political momentum which should be 

used to its full extent. Therefore we support ILO's effort in reaching out to international 

partners and give a prominent place to the Recommendation when implementing goal 1 ("End 

poverty in all its forms everywhere"), goal 8 ("Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all") and goal 10 

("Reduce inequality within and among countries"). 

Concerning the possibility of a future General Survey under Article 19, we consider that 

additional time and further reflection would be needed to take an informed decision.  

The EU and its Member States will continue to back the decent work agenda at global level. 

The Recommendation together with the proposed implementation strategy and action plan are 

a substantial contribution in this regard.  

In conclusion, we support the decision point proposed in paragraph 50 (a) and (b).  

Thank you, Chairperson. 


