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International Labour Conference 

103rd session 

 (28 May - 12 June 2014)  

Committee on Strengthening Action to end Forced Labour 

First sitting - EU Opening statement  

Thank you chair, 

I speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania† , Norway§, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova 

and Armenia. 

 

I would like to begin by congratulating you on your appointment as Chair of this Committee. 

 

We thank the Office for the excellent report and the high-quality proposed texts of instruments.  

 

We stress the importance of this standard setting discussion relating to core labour standards and to 

Human Rights Instruments. 

 

Despite the adoption of the Forced Labour Convention n. 29 over eighty years ago and its almost 

universal ratification, the practice still exists, albeit in different forms to those that provoked such 

concern in the early twentieth century. According to the most recent ILO estimates, at least 20.9 

million people are victims of forced labour globally, over 800.000 of which are estimated to be 

found in the European region. In addition, new practices have emerged such as trafficking in human 

beings for forced labour. 

 

 

                                                 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
§ Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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In this context, we welcome the intent to address the existing implementation gaps and ensure 

coherence in international law in order to effectively eradicate forced labour in all its forms. On 

substance, we very much welcome this opportunity to advance prevention of forced labour and 

trafficking in human beings for labour exploitation as well as protection and compensation of 

victims of forced labour.  

 

The provisions of the proposed instruments echo the principles provided in our legislation and 

policies, as the European Union is founded on universal values of human rights and dignity, 

freedom, equality and solidarity. The outcome of this discussion will also be particularly important 

to us, as our policies actively promote the ratification and effective implementation of the core 

labour standards. Many of our international agreements further refer to them. 

 

In this standard setting discussion, we consider it is appropriate to focus on fundamental principles 

and provide adequate protection while striving to ensure wide acceptance. We believe that key 

approaches and principles must be promoted, such as gender and child-sensitive approach, focus on 

preventive measures, protection of victims from intimidation and re-victimisation as well as 

appropriate support and assistance to victims. 

 

We look forward to the Chair and to the Office guiding our work and to working together with other 

governments, employers’ and workers’ representatives to fulfill our tasks in the Committee, and we 

will put all our effort into contributing to a fruitful discussion. 

 

Thank you Chair. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


