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International Labour Conference 

103rd session 

 (28 May - 12 June 2014)  

Committee on Employment and Social protection in the Employment Policies for sustainable 
recovery and development 

   
EU Opening Statement 

 

Thank you chair. 

I speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia. 

 
First of all we would like to thank the Office for their report on Employment policies for sustainable 

recovery and development, which provided a sound basis for our debate in the Committee.  

 

Throughout our discussions, we have reached a common understanding of the different policies and 

actions taken by the Office and its Members to promote employment and also of the current 

employment challenges and trends and underlying causes of unemployment.  

 

We have also come to an agreement that sustainable recovery and development requires 

employment-centred, inclusive growth strategies and coherent policy frameworks, both at the global 

and national levels. We consider that the outcome of our discussion will provide a useful way 

forward in dealing with the global job crisis and with the long-term structural changes which are 

reshaping the world of work.  

 

We encourage the ILO to continue its work in providing expertise on employment challenges, as the 

ILO is in a unique position to provide evidence-based comparative analysis of employment policies, 

                                                 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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programs and measures. We believe that the current conclusions provide appropriate guidelines to 

define the Office’s work and priorities for the future. 

 

We would also like to stress the importance of coherence between the strategic objective of 

employment and the eight Areas of Critical Importance introduced by the recent internal reform of 

the ILO. Consequently, in the next phase of action, we strongly encourage the Office to increase its 

intra-Office cooperation and make full use of its inter-disciplinary expertise.  

 

We recall the main objective of the recurrent discussions, which is to respond more effectively to 

the needs of the members and even more importantly to assess the results of the ILO's activities in 

the areas covered by the strategic objectives. Having this in mind and also the shorter duration of 

the Conference, it is time to review the modalities of the recurrent discussions and adapt them 

accordingly.   

 

Having said that, we support the resulting conclusions from the Committee.   

 

Finally, Chair, I would like to express my thanks on behalf of the European Union and its Member 

States for the excellent way in which you guided our Committee. I would also like to thank the Vice 

Chairs for their constructive cooperation, as well as the Secretariat and the Office for all of their 

hard work and assistance. 

Thank you Chair 

 
 

 


